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Mr. Carson: What do yon want a farm
for?

Mr. JOHNSON: In order to increase
my ineome. Then hon, gentleman, I feel
sure, realises his position, and although he
is going to vote for the Government, he
will do so because he feels he has some-
thing to fall back on, and -that the farm
has been his friend and is better than
polities. In eonclugion { want to say
that 1 have no confidence in the present
administration. I am satisfied T am voic-
ing the opinion of the majority of the
people ol this State that they are only
representalives of a special class, and
that they ave sacrificing the health and
prosperity of the general masses in the
interests of a select few, that their con-
sideration is for the big wmen, the men af
the top, while the poor men at the bot-
tom rung of the ladder are receiving little
or no consideration. If yon want proof
of that you have only to look at the ad-
ministration of those measures under the
Colonial Secretary who cares not for the
lives and happiness and welfare of these
poor unfortunate women and children
who are struggling and toiling in our
shops and factories. When the Govern-
ment disregard these people they will dis-
regard any toiler. Apart altogether from
what the Premier states that he vepre-
sents the worker, and that he desires to
do justice to the worker, we know that
his nature will not permit him te do jns-
tice to the teiler, and that his own Min-
istry have no vegard for this elass. I
did think that the hon, member for
Subiaco had some regard for the struz-
glers at the bottom of the ladder, but even
that hon. member is prepared to sacriftee
those people in the interests of his own
salary. The time will ecome, even though
we may not be suecessful when a division
is taken on this motion, when the people
will have a voice and give this Government
short shrift, If a vacaney is not created
by this vote. the people will creafe it. and
then we will have a Ministry who will do
justice to every seciion, every industry,
and every part of Western Aunstralia.

On wmotion by Mr., Trov, debate ad-
Journed. :

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at L0
p.to, and read prayers.

QUESTION — BRIDGE CONSTRUU-
TION, MURRAY RIVER.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Works: 1. Has the sum of £30 been
patd to a My, Dwm for counstrueting a
bridge over the River Murray? 2, Did
the road boards concerned vecommend
such payment? 3, Did any engineer or
officer of the Publie Works Department
recommend such payment?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) veplied: 1, £3% has been
paid to Mrs. Elizabeth Dunn. 2, The
Drakeshrook roand board recommend that
“some consideration” should be made lo
Mrs. Dunn.  The Murray road boeard did
not approach lhe Department. 3, Yes

QUESTION—ZAMIA PALM ERADI-
CATION.

My. O’LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Ts elearing of zamia pain
on C.P. land counted as improvements,
the same as York Road poisen? 2, if
not, why not?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Lands) replied: 1, Yes, on production
of a certificate, sigued by an inspector of
lands, stating the cost of the work prior
to eradieating this peison. 2, Answered
by Nao, 1.

-

QUESTION—MEMBERS OF PARLIA-
MEXNT ON CENTRAL BOARD OF
HEALTH.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Are all members of the Central
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Board of Health paid the fee of £1 1s.
per meetfing by the Government? 2,
Would a member of Parliament, by ac-
cepling an appointment on the Central
Board of Health, be aceepting an office
of profit under the Crown? 3, If not,
under what Act of Parliament are the
members of the Central Board of Heallh
exempt from the provisions of the Con-
stitution Aect?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1. Yes, except the president who is a pub-
lic servant. 2, A member of the Central
Roard of Health. in my opinion, holds an
office of profit under the Crown, aud
should a2 member of TParliament accept
«neh office afier his election, he waould, in
my opinion, vacate his seat. 3, There is
no exception,

QUESTION—LAND SELECTION, A
NEWSPAPER STATEMENT.

Mr. COLLIER {for Ar. Johnsoni
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, Has he
veatl the statement that appeaved in the
aolgardic AUiner on {he 3vd Oetober fro.a
a Perth correspondent which veads:—
“Polities and Persons: Pars from Perth:
(By “The Roaver.”) The land bhoom is
bringing its land sharks, land seandals,
and swindline, Hundreds of applieants
canmot get land, but a persenal friend
told me this week that he had zut a
block, He paid a certain official £50 in
eash. and that did the triek” 2, If sv,
has lie made any inquiries into the state-
ment? 3. Tf nof. will e have the mat'er
investivated?

The PREMIER (for the Minister £ x
Lands) veplied: 1, No. 2, No. 3, I am
quite willing to make all inguiries in the
matter if suflicient data are supplied, the
paragraph heing very vague.

QUESTION--MR. HOLMAN'S POLTICY
COURT FINE.

Mr. BROWN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: Has the fine of £25, inflicted on
the hon. member for Murchison for a:
sisting in a strike, been paid? TIf nol,
why not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
No. Because the Attorney General re-
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commended, and the Executive approved
of the remission of the fine.

QUESTION--RAILWAY ELECTRICAL
WORK, TIME SHEETS.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Railwavs: Is each workman in the
Eleetrical Engineer’s branch called upon
to fill in daily time sheets showing work -
done and time ocenpied?

The MINFISTER FOR RATLWAYS
replied: Yes,

NOTICE—QUESTION. OR MOTION.

My, HEITMANN  {Murchison) : I
wonld like to draw your attention, Mr.
Speaker. to the faet that yesterday I
gave notice of certain questions and they
have been put down on the Notice Paper
as subject matters for moations. T would
like to know to whom it is left to say
whether they should be notices of motions
or notiees of qrestions.

Mr, SPEAKER: I decided that point,
beeanse thev were in the natwre of a re-
tarn.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: Tt appears to me
that Ministers have heen consulied in the
matter. T know there are sometimes ques-
tions asked which shounld be sabjected to
debate to see whether the Information
should be given: hut T certainly do not
think it should he left in the hands of
Ministers to say whether they think &
question notified to be asked is a matter
for a queslion or a mation. The ques-
tions T asked yesterday were simple, and
the infaoimation eould have been given
very clearly in replies to questions.
Whether it is information that should be
given to the public or not is, perhaps,
open to ¢uestion; but at the same tme I
do not think any business in eonneetion
with public tenders should be kept from
the publie or. at all evenis, from members
of the House.

ORDER OF BUSINESS—NOTICES
AFTER QUESTIONS.
Mr. HUDSON: Is it too late after
questions have been answered to give
notice of qnestions?
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
give notice now.

MOTION—WANT OF CONFIDEXNCE
IN THE GOVERNMENT.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) : The debate
go far as it has gone has ranged particn-
larly round the charges made in conneec-
tion with the maladministration of the
Lands Department; and while we under-
stand from the Premier that the eharges
made by the leader of the Opposition
are only general charges; it remains for
members on this side of the House to fill
in the faets, if it is necessary that they
should be repeated. These charges can-
not be disposed of by the Premier with an
airy wave of his hand and the remark
that there is nothing in what the leader
of the Opposition has said; neither can
they be disposed of by any leading article
in the Press saying that Mr. Scaddan has
failed to prove his charges, and thai the
Premier has given a straightout denial—
not only a straightout denial, but that he
has proved to the hilt that the charges
are unwarranted. I would not be wrong
if T said that only two supporters of the
Government have spoken in this debate.
‘The Premier has spoken, and to-day the
West Australian has spoken, aceepting in
full everything the Premier has said as
abeolutely correct, and declaring that
everything said from the Opposition side
is absolutely untrze. Not only has the
newspaper said that, but it speaks as
public opinion. In faet it says that all
fair-minded men would acknowledge that
the result of dhe Premier’s careful and
complete explanation of all the -cases
cited was to clear up these matters, and
apparently to leave nothing coneealed. It
says furthermore—

To convinee the member for Guild-
ford, who spoke after Mr. Wilson, of
anything that did noi chime with his
own prepossessions would seem to be a
task comparable with that of rolling
back the sea, but there is not only a
eourt of public opinion, generally im-
partial and sensible, but one of Par-
liament to appeal fo where facts and
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arguments of overwhelming strength
and cerfitude will have their due weight.

It is a most remarkable thing—and, after
all, it is humorous to those who under-
stand the position—that any newspaper
should elaim to be public opinion and give
it out that it is speaking on behalf of the
people when it says without having the
facts at its disposal that any statements
made by the Premier or any other party
are absolutely correct, and that the state-
ments made by other individuals are ab-
solntely umbrue. I intend to give some
faets in eonnection with the charges made
by the leader of the Opposition. Before
going any further I want to say that even
in this connection the Premier did not
deny the existence of scandals in the
Lands Department, did not deny the
charges of maladministration, but he said
that these after all were only errors and
he did not deem it the business of the
Ministry to interfere when slight errors
of this kind oecurred. We understand,
therefore, from the Premier, that it is not
the concern of the Minisiry when errors
of this kind oceur, and we may take it
that the Ministry do not intend to inter-
fere, and that this sort of thing is going
to continue. Reference was also made to
Mr. Sommers’ denial that be had any-
thing to do with the selling of conditional
puchase land. I ueed not touch upon
that, although the TFest Australian has
accepted that denial as being an absolute
fact, because I know that the leader of
the Opposition has in his possession facts
that give the denial direct to Mr. Som-
mers, and I shall leave it to the leader ¢f
the Opposition to bring these facts before
rhe House when he next speaks. I want
to make reference to what I consider is
the most degrading episode that has oe-
curred in this House, namely, the Govern-
ment's seeuring what may be termed dx
parte statements from Messrs. Lovekin
and Woods in order to justify them and to
rebut the statements made by the leader
of the Oppositien. It is the first time in
the history of this Parliament that sueh a
thing has oceurred.  While newspapér
men who are notorionsly one-sided, add
who are known to have always supportéd
the policy of the present Government, af_ld
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who have always been opposed {0 mem-
bers of the Opposition, are given
access to the files when they require them,
the same consideration is denied to the
representatives of ¢he people in this
Chamber. If any members on this side of
the House had gone to the Government and
had asked to see the files, they would have
received the answer they always get on
such accasions, namely, “Ask for the file
in the nenal way and you may get it.” A
newspaper proprietor, who does not re-
present the people, but who is wutilised to
bolster up tbhe Government and shield
them from the effects of their own mal-
administration, ean go to the department
and get papers which are refused to the
representatives of the people. I hope
there will not he a repetition of the ex-
perience of having such a statement
brought in and read to the House as was
done last evening. I do not know if Mr.
Lovekin inquired into the charges in con-
nection with the maladministration of
the Lands Department. We have it
from his statement that he inquired
intn  eertain  c¢harges made in which
the name of Mr. Gourley was con-
nected, and he states that this was
ibe verv worst ease, and it is on this case
ke rebuts the charges made against the
Bovernment. Mr. Woods, whom I do not
think | know, follows up in the very same
strain, but he goes out of hirx way and
says, “Therefore, if the statement of Mr.
Beaddan is a true reproduction of what
My, Moor told him, there can be no words
too strong to denounce his flagrant men-
dacity.,” That is a very nice thing to
eome from a person who bhelongs to a
profession whieh claims that above all
shings they act according to instruetions,

and that what is written by them
is written on the instruection of their
employers. Can they justify them-
selves on Lthat standpeint. When we
recognise Lhat the Daily News, the

paper with which those persons are
associated, is probably the greatest fae-
for in this State in misrepresenting this
party, we can atlach little credence to
their statements. [ will give a few facts
in regard to land maladministration. The
Premier last night made no reference
whatever to the case of Abraham Myers,
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who to-day lives at Wongan Hills and
holds an area at Dalwallinu. The par-
ticulars are these. On the 2nd December,
1907, Abraham Myers acquired by trans-
fer 1,000 acres of residential land from
H. 5. Lamhert at Wongan Hills; this was
eonverted on the 28th Oetdber, 1908,
under Section 64 of the Land Aect, to non-
residence conditions, but on the 20th July
of the same year, three months previously,
Abrabam Myers applied for 1,000 acres
at Dalwallinn under residential conditions.
On that date, and for some time previ-
ously, it was necessary for an applicant
for land under eonditional purchase to
supply a statutory declaration to lthe
effect that he did not already hold
land under Llhe seection on which he
was applying. and which if he gid
that would debar him from making
that particular application. When mak-
ing the application, however, Mr. Myers,
if I understand aright, apparently made a
false declaration, as on that date he held
1,000 acres under Section 55 at Wongan
Hills. If this be correct it could not have
escaped the notice of the departmental
officers, and the application should have
heen refused since no one selector may
hold more than 1,000 acres under Section
55 of the Land Aet. Since Mr. Myers
held 1,000 acres at Wongan Hills under
residence, when he applied for the 1,000
acres at Dalwallinu his application should
not have been aceepted and cerctainly the
land should not have been granted to him.
Anyhow, the department were not con-
eerned regarding the breach of the Aect.
The Dalwallinu block was approved of on
the 10th November, 1908, and it was
surveyed on the 20th July, 1909. Mr.
Myers, by the way, ot in early
and chose the very hest land in the
DNalwallinu district before survey, His
survey was not approved of untl
July of last year. No econditions
were complied with, and the land was
forfeitable in January this year., and on
the 20th of that month, following on the
statement of the ex-Minister for Lands,
Sir Newton Moore, that if the conditions
were not complied with he would forfeit
the land when a breach was brought under
his notice, Mr. Stacy, of Stacy and Wil-
liams, wrote to the Lands Department and
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asked for the forfeiture of this piece of
land. Tf I may be allowed to depart
from Mr. Stacy’s letter for a moment, I
desire t0 read a portion of a statement
made by the laie Premier when Minister
for Lands in 1908. At that time a num-
ber of letters appeared in the West Awus-
tralian condemning the land dummying
which was in existence, and Sir Newton
(then Mr.) Moore having these letters
brought under his notice made a statement
in the West Australion on the 18th
Aupgust, when he said—

Why do they not give speeific in-
stances. If this is done I will see that
the conditions ave complied with or that
forfeilure takes place very quickly, any
glaring case of evasion brought to my
notice will be inspected in the eourse
of the inspectors’ rounds. Resi-
dence blocks should, of eourse, he oc-
eapied, but to my mind the greatest
mischiefl lies in the fact of bloeks being
totally unimproved., and the Depart-
ment ean be helped in cases where it
has not been possible for inspectors
to visit isolated blocks by correspond-
ents sending in to the Department
specific instances of evasion. Un.

tess therve is strong reason for clemeney -

betitg shown and an extension of time
warranled, they ave thrown open for
selection and the fact notified in fhe
Government (Fazelte,
The Premier asks for instances; M.
Stacy gives instances of the bloeks held
by Myers at Dalwallina and on which the
conditions had not been eomplied with,
On the 24th Januvary Mr. Stacy wrote on
hehalf of English immigrants, desiring
to obtain land, as follows:—

I am instructed that the lessees of
these blocks have not at any time re-
sided thereon nor have they carried out
any improvenments. The parties
for whom I am acting are English far-
ners who have been induced to sell off
their IEnglish properties at the instance
of the Agent General and to seltle in
this State. They have frequently been
brought face to faece with the fact that
land that wounld suit them is being held
apparently for speculative purposes
and fley desire to pet settled before
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their capital s exhausted in searching

for suitable land. . .
The Lands Department did not reply-to
Mr. Staey’s letter, and that gentleman,
after allowing the matter to stand over
for some time to see if action wonld -be
taken, wrate again on the 19th July,
some six mouths later. He mentioned the
application for the blocks held at Dal-
wallina by Myers and his family, and
said :—

We have the honour to again eall
yowr attention to our letter of 24th
January applying for the forfeiture of
the bleeks. (The nnmbers follow here.)}
We would eall your attention to a
statement made bv the lLon. the Pre-
mier and published in the West Aus-
tralian of 18th August, 1908, wherein
the public is urged to bring cases. of
not-fulfilment of conditions before the
department when prempt aclion would
tollow. You will admit, we think, that
the Premier’s statement has not been
confirmed by any remarkable prompti-
tude in this partierlar instance. It has
heen the oceasional praectice of the de-
partment toe afford defaulters oppor-
tunities of aveiding forfeitwre, for non-
fulfilment of residential conditions -by
ennverting those holdings to Section 36.
We must emphatically protest agaiust
that eourse being followed in this case
for reasons we shall fornish at the
proper time, Meantime we have to Te-
quesf that prompt action be taken: in
(his matter. We desire to point out
that up till a fortnight ago, no work,
s0 far as we can learn, had been per-
formed on any part of the blocks, and
certainly no residential conditions had
been fulfilled, althongh the date of
survey is 12th June, 1901. :

Mr. Staey wrote on the 20th January and
again on the 20th July, The department
wrote in reply to the letter of the 20th
July acknowledging the receipt of it and
stating that the matter was vnder con-
sideration and that Mr. Stacy would be
advised later. I bhelieve Mr. Staey asked
for further particulars later on. His
letters are here on the file but T do not
want to read them as it would take up
teo momch time. He was informed that
one of the Myers family was living on one
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of the blocks, Leaving Mr. Stacy we
eome to Mr. Moor, whom the Premier
with, I regret, some show of vindictive-
ngss, referred to last evening.

The Premier: Oh, no,

Mr., TROY : In Jane of this year, find-
ing that the eonditions had not been com-
plied with, Mr. Moor, on behalf of his
son, applied for the forfeiture of the pro-
perty. I understand the inspector in-
spected the properties and reported that
the conditions of oceupancy and
improvement had not been complied
with. It is stated in the distriet
now that, in order to get the Myers
family out of the trouble, the department
have written to Mr. Myers advising him
to bring the Dalwallinu area under Sec-
tion 56, the non-residential c¢lause, in or-
der to proteet himself against forfeiture.
I would puint out that if this is correct—
as T am advised it is—the action of the
department in writing to Mr. Mvers ad-
vising him to bring his property under
Section 56, is eniirely wrong, hecause such
a transfer, if adopied, would he altogether
illezal. It muost be remembered that the
hloek at Wengan Hills was converted un-
der Section 64 of the Land Aet to a non-
residential hlock on the 28th October,
1708, and if the block at Dalwallina,
which is now to be brought under the
nou-residential eonditions, was alse con-
verted, Mr, Moor wonld hold more land
Land  Aet under the non-residential
than is allowed by the provisions of the
elauses. He would hold 2,000 acres of
land, whick would be aliowether illegal.
Therefore, if the department have advised
Mr. Myers to bring the Dalwallinu area
under the non-residential conditions, as
iz the Wongan Hills area, thev are asking
him to commit & breach of their own
Land Act. Again, under no cireum-
stances could Mr. Mvers hold two areas
nnder residential conditions,
~ when the land was first applied for, be-
canse he held the land at Wongan Hills
under residential conditions, and made
application for the land at Dalwallinu
nnder the same eonditions. By holding
land at both places under residential con-
ditions he committed a breach of the Act,
becanse he was holding 1,000 aeres in

This he did
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excess of that allowed under Section 53,
which provides the residential conditions.
Again, converting the Wongan Hills land
to non-residential did not put Mr. Myers
in any better position with regard to the
two areas as he had made the one at
Wongan Hills his place of residence and
this is over 20 miles from the area of land
he holds ai Dalwallinu. In fact, the land
at the latter place is 30 miles distant from
the area at Wongan Hills and the Land
Aet provides for a distance of 20 miles;
therefore, even under this provision, Mr.
Myers could not hold these two properties
and the deparvtment has allowed him to
hold them, knowing that a breach of the
Aect was being committed. There is still
another objeetion to Mr. Myers holding
this land all this time. If he convenis
the Dalwallinn area, under Section 56, he
undertakes to make double the improve-
ments and these improvements have not
been carried oui. Therefore altogether
the Government can be indicted for the
failure of the department to take action
when there was a false declaration,
which I am told there was, in the first
instance, when Mr. Myers swore he did
not hold any other land ou residence
conditions when he applied for the Dal-
wallinu area. We have the failure of the
department to refuse forfeiture when ap-
plication was made recently and their
refusal to.demand that the conditions on
which this land was held would be com-
plied with. Tt appears to me that the

" Minister for Lands, and those responsible,

wilfully allowed the law to be broken,
and in this eonneection he caunsed a seandal
which undoubtedly must reaet against the
zood name of the Government and the
department. That the DMinister was
aware of this is proved by the faect that
not only have these misdemeanours beem
reported to the department hat Mr. Moor
went to see the Minister himself, only

to be met by the Minister with
evasive replies and somelimes re-
eeived with most abusive language.

This is what I have been told by the per-
son who saw the Minisier. If that is not
a glaring act of maladministration, I want
toe know what is, when for twn years one
man ean hold acres of land in excess of
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what is provided by the Land Aet, and
when he can hold it without fulfilling the
conditions required by the Act, and this
with the knowledge of the Minisier and
the department. The other areas held by
the Myers family—and there are four
altogether—are as follows:—Frederick
Myers holds 1,000 acres inclusive of 160
acres homestead farm. There was no
work done there nor were the residential
eonditions complied with. It was sur-
veyed on the 12th July, 1909, and the ¢on-
ditions should have been complied with at
least in Janmary. The conditions were
not complied with and forfeiture was de-
manded, but it was refused by the Min-
ister. A. J. Myers holds 1,000 acres and
160 acres homestead farm. No work was
done on these leases nor were the condi-
tions complied with. Forfeiture was de-
manded in this case also, on the same
grounds, but it was refused by the Min-
ister. E. J. Myers holds 1,000 acres and
160 acres homestead farm, and the condi-
tions are exactly similar, and in this case,
too, forfeiture was refused. E. J. Myers
also holds 300 acres under Section 56.
This is one of the most striking instances
of maladministyation of the Lands De-
partment, in which, as T have already
said, no aetion has been taken, and in
referring to it last night the Premier
made only a very slight mentien of it.
He referred to the fact that Mr. Myers,
who lives at Wongan Hills, had a large
family, and I want to say that I under-
stand that these people who hold the land
are not actually members of his family,
one of them his nephew.

The Premier: I said so last night.

Mr. TROY: It was pointed ont that
Mr. Moor has a large family also; he has
four sons, and all of them are of the age
at which they ean take up land, but the
Minister would give no consideration
whatever to that faet. In fact, last
night the Premier did his utmost to de-
precate the action of that gentleman.
Naturally he would deprecate the action
of that gentleman, because, had it not
been for the statements made by M.
Moor, which brought this prominently
before the public, we would not have
heard of the instances which I have men-
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tioned to-day and which of course the
Ministry would like to coneceal,

The Premier: Not af all.

Mr, TROY : I want to say a few words
abont another case which the Premier
briefly referred to last night, and that is
the case of Mr. Nielsen, whe we under-
staud is an officer in the Chinese Imperial
Customs. The ease of Mr. Nielsen, we
can prove, is one in which the depart-
ment has net shown a ready desire to
carry out the provisions of the Land Act.
We are told that Mr. Nielsen was a Dan-
ish settler and was going on the land he-
canse he was an expert in dairy farming,
and as a result he was looked upon as a
settler who would be of advantage to the
country. There are some of the members
of the Land Board whom I hold in the
highest respect, but I eannot say very
rauch for the intelligence of a board which
gives a man land for dairy farming in &
dry area like Dalwallinu. In the wettest
parts of the State we have made no pro-
gress with regard to dairy farming, and
here in Dalwallinn, where the records
show tbat the erops must be cereals, we
have a department giving a block of land
to Mr. Nielsen becanse he is a dairy far-
mer. Could anything be more ahsurd or
more ridieculous. Even if Mr. Nielsen
was a Danish dairy farmer, and knew the
eonditions of Denmark, from whick eoun-
try he came in the first instance, where
dairy farming is one of the ehief oecupa-
tions, ke would have known of the un-
suitability of the conditions at Dalwzllinu
for dairy farming. I myself come from
a dairying distriet and I ventore to say
that if I undertook dairying at Dalwal-
ling, I wvould be laughed at for my pains;
vet on this score, Mr. Nielsen is given
this land in preference to other legitimate
settlers.  Other applicants had eolonial
experience and they had horses and cattle,
and large families to maintain, and
work the land. Within a few months
of his securing the land, it was the
8th February when he secured if, Mr,
Nielsen sold it to two Vietorians named
Beattie and Higgie, for £325, and he left
the State with a landatory notice in the
West Australian, in order to take up his
duties in China. It would be interesting
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to read this statement given by Mr. Niel-
sen 4o a West Australian reporter, when
this Danish settler was leaving the State.
He had secured land here as a bona fide
settler and he sold out his land and
thereby committed a breach of the land
laws, and yet the West Australian sent
bim off with its blessing and a long notice
in its colnmms, On the 29th June last
appeared an interview in the West Aus-
tralian headed, “A Danish Settler—En-
amoured of Western Australia,” and it
goes on—

After 12 years’ service in the Im-
perial Maritime Customs of China, Mr.
N. A. A. Nielsen decided to spend his
furlough on a trip to Western Austra-
lin. He was aceompanied by his wife
and children, the change of air and
general surroundings suiting them ad-
mirably. So greatly was Mr. Nielsen
impressed with the agricultural pros-
peets of the great Western State of
Australia that be applied for two blocks
of land, aggregating 1,300 acres, east-
ward of Watheroo. Mr. Nielsen ob-
tained the land, and applied himself to
its improvement with such diligence
that he became the reeognised leader of
settlers in all parts of the disiriet. A
few days since he received intumation
from the Chinese Government that his
furlough was curtailed, and that he
would have to either veport himself at
headquarters or relinquish his position.
As be could not afford to sacrifice a
highly luerative appointment he was
faced with the alternative of leaving
the State or arranging for the develop-
ment of his recently acquired estate by
somebody else.

Did not Mr. Nielsen inform the land
board that he was a bona fide settler?
Did he not get the land on the under-
standing that he was to live on it and
comply with the conditions of the Land
Aet? Despite that fact he told an abso-
lute lie, otherwise the Land Board would
not have given him the land in preference
to other settlers. In this interview Mr.
Nielsen makes a statement in cold blood,
and it is accepted by the West Australian,
that he cannot afford to sacrifice a highly
luerative appointment in China and must
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therefore leave the State. The interview
£oes on to say—
His wife with two young children and
a nursegirl—all from Denmark—
He says here that his wife was from Den-
mark. She was not from Denmark, she
was a high class Chinese lady—
formed quite a small settlement in
themselves, but they were unequal
to the requirements of the agricultural
‘ settlement conditions, Besides Mrs.
Nielsen wished to be with her husband,
and after due consideration it was de-
cided that she should remain in the
State, that her husband should run
home to Denmark and meet his mother
at Herning, proeceeding to China after-
wards by steamer, rail, aeroplane, or
any other speedy means of loeomotion.
This statement was given to the West
Australian and their young and unsophis-
ticated reporter took it in geod faith,
Mr. Nielsen goes on to say—
The fovegoing incidents led to the
Jublication of the following intimation
in the West Australian of the 27th
inst.:—“On aceount of unforeseen cir-
cumstances, T am obliged to retnrn to
my official duties in the Orient, and I
therefore respectfully beg to notify
whom it may concern that I have now
vesigned from the chairmanship of the
Nugadong-Dalwallinu Railway League,
and that T have also resigned my office
of president of the Dalwallinu Farm-
ers’ Progress Association—N. A. A,
Nielsen.”
This is the person of tremendous import-
ance who eould not leave the State with-
out giving notice to all eoncerned that he
was resigning, and going away, and this
is the gentleman whom we are told in the
West Adustralian, is enamoured of West-
ern Australia, and who publicly an-
nounces, with his tongue in his cheek, that
he is going away with £325 of our money
in his pocket. He eame here and “took
all the people down,” and, as a result, he
is applauded in the columns of a news-
paper in Western Australia which elaims
a high standard of political and soeial
purity. Then this is how the reporter
Zoes on—
Yesterday worning Mr, Nielsen, a
tall, well set-ap military ficure, ran
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lightly up the gangway of the P. and
0, “Malwa,” and laughingly assured
some of his fellow-settlers “down to
see hitn off” that they had not seen the
last of him,
Tf Mr. Nielsen can do as well every fur-
lough as he did on this occasion, we
would naturally expeet lo see more of
him. He was so suceessful in this in-
stance in deluding the Government and
the Press that he will want to come again.
The report eontinues:—
To a West Australian representative
he said, Aunstralia is a great country,
and I personally prefer this State,
Is it nol most extraordinary, and most
humorous? Every man who comes and
takes ns down prefers this State, and we
swallow it. Mpr. Xielsen went on-—-
Tt is a third of the entire continent,
and has absolutely unbounded re-
SOUTCES,
Yet he could not give up his luerative em-
ployment in China to settle in the State!
His remarks continue—
Its eclimate, soil, and environments
renerally are simply unsurpassable. I
am very sorry [ have to leave it, After
12 yvemrs in "~ "‘hinese Imperial ser-
viee, the head of which was, until re-
cently, a fine Englishman—
Of course it is best to say these things;
it is tact, and goes down weil. He con-
tinues—
and is now snceeeded by another of
the same nationality who promises io
attain equal popularity, I took two
years' furlough, The idea seized me to
eome to Anunsiralia. Of all places I
know, Western Australia is the best for
anybody who loves agrienlture, horti-
cultyre, and all things pertaining to
the cultivation of the soil.
Of course it is; becaunse I do not know of
any other State in Australia where Mr.
Nielsen counld have detuded the land board
and the Government and left the State
with £325 in bis pocket.
Mr. Hardwick: He got a crop off the
land, didn't he?

Mr, TROY: Yes, £325. The report
eomtinues—
The conditions, compared with other

countries where there 1s snow for sev-
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eral months, succeeded by bitter frosts,
are simply idyllic. I met the late Mr.
Green, the Herculean mining magnate,
and on his recommendation T went up
the Midland railway, where 1 was
finally charmed inte taking up some
land. There was no difficulty whatever
in the way of my taking up land. I
found the officials of the Lands Depart-
ment eourteous, most intelligent in in-
terpreting my requirements, and en pas-
sant the same eloginm may be applied
all round to the ¢ivil service of this
State generally—so far as my experi-
ence goes.
He could not speak otherwise; he had a
most happy experience. Then the re-
porter asks, and is answered as fol-
lows; —

Did you select 1,300 acres with the
intention of bhecoming a permanent set-
tler ?

Of course I did, and what is more, I
have sent home to Denmark many let-
ters strongly advising agriculturists to
sell out their little holdings of a few
acres and come out to Western Austra-
lia where they have such a greater
chanee for themselves and families.
Splendid. soil, good rainfall, lovely
climate, rapidly inereasing facilities for
sending products to all parts of the
world—why how in the name of reason
conld there be more inducement re-
quired ¥

But did not the Danish Consul Gen-
eral over in Sydney warn his Govern-
ment to eheck immigration to Australia?

It is true that the Consul sent home
something to that effeet, but it should
never have appeared.

Of eourse not. Was not his experience
happier than that of the Consul General
—and who was the Consul General that
he should give his opinion against this
Danish settler, s0 enamoured of Western
Australia? The interview runs on—

In a leading Danish newspaper the
whole matter was thrashed out, and on
my arrival at Copenhagen I will give
them my own experiences. The supply
of Danish papers in Australia, particu-
larly in Perth, is limited, but if you
eould tren up a file of Vore Landsmo-
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eid i Udlauded the franslation wonld
be worth reprinting—that is eon-
eerning Australia aod immigration, I
will only have 10 or 12 days in Den-
mark, then have to get back to Shang-
hai in the quickest possible time. My
wife will remain here, and then join me
at Colombo later on. Afterwards, as
soon as my arrangements with the Chi-
nese Government ave completed I will
return to this State, and perhaps pur-
chase back the land I am now foreed to
relinquish.

Any prospect of opening up trade
with China?

Not unless you institute a direct ser-
vice between your North-West ports
with frozen meat. Chinamen are great
meat-eaters, and they are awfully fond
of fruit. They grow oranges—of course
you know mandarins—but Chinese gar-
deners go in for vegetables almost (o
the execlusion of fruit, so if Western
Augiralia could develop a trade in
apples, frozen meat, biseuits, flour, any-
thing in that way, something solid
might eventnate. Metals, wool, and
staple produncts of that kind have a
world-wide market-—

We are such an ignorant lot in this State
and so easily taken down that Mr. Niel-
sen thinks that as a parting shot he can
telt us a thing or two. Then he continned
to the reporter —
and Australia kuows all about Chin-
ese prodncts—especially those on two
legs. The market for certain Austra-
lian ecommodities is there and only
wants nurburing.

Any other possible market for West-
ern Australian exports?®

Well, I understand you have plenty
of sharks all round the coast—

Yes, land sharks, .of which sperial men-

tion has been made during this debate.

This enthusiastic wvisitor proceeds—
their fins and tails are dainties, and
at Shanghai there is quite a big fleet of
vessels engaged in shark fishing. Don’t
smile when I tell you that there is a
Chinese millionaire who owes all he pos-
sesses to the tigers of the deep. Then
you have pleniy of béche-de-mer—an-
other valuable product of the sea.
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Dried, the sea slug, or whafever you
eall it, is worth £50 per tom. Other
products of that class may appear
worthless to pearlers, but all the same
there is money in the game—sponges,
for another illustration.  Anything
more?

There is a market you consider for
fruit and frozen meat, béche-de-mer,
sharks’ fins, copper, ete.?

Most certainly. Italy, Turkey, and
Arabia supply enormous quantities of
fruit—mostly oranges and dates—dur-
ing the months when your trees are
bare. Anything you ¢an send in that
way to fill in the blank season would
ecommand top-side prices. You ean
easily find the proper monthe by ship-
ping direetly the fruit is ready—vyour

"season is the reverse of all countries
north of the equator.
Another of Mr. Nielsen’s views with which
we were unaeruainted. Then this most
interesting reports ends with—
Let me say how much I admire West-
ern  Australia—people, climate, and
everything. Good-bye, and I hope to
get back and stay altogether after my
time is up with the Chinese Govern-
ment. In my department, which em-
braces Customs and Post and Tele-
graphs, we have over 100,000 em-
ployees, and as China is growing more
aecnstomed to European methods every
day you can imagine our service is ever
expanding.
After all, the Government should have
been congratulated, and the land board
given a pat on the back for the manner in
which they dealt with this gentleman.
When Mr. Nielsen sold his blocks, .the
forfeiture on the score that he had not
complied with the conditions was made at
the instance of Mr. Moor, who again
eomes in for the eriticism of the Premier
because he dares do any such thing,
which undoubtedly was in the best inter-
ests of the State. He has met with eva-
sions and abuse. Owing to the publigity
given to the matter the blocks were hur-
riedly forfeited and a Betitious value of
£73 was placed on the improvements.
Portions of these improvemenls were
made by Mr. Moer and his sons, for which
they had not been paid. The applicants
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were told that when making applieation
for the land they must not only put down
the applicaiion fee, but full value for the
improvemenis.  The applications were
opened on the 11th of this month. This
legality on the part of the Lands De-
partment is wilful, becanse Mr. Moor has
drawn the Minister’s attention to them.
Let me read some of the gorrespondence
Mr. Moor has received from that depart-
ment. He wrote to the Lands Department
asking for the forfeiture on the 9th Sep-
tember and he received this reply—

I am directed by the Minister for
Lands to acknowledge receipt of yonr
letter of the 17th instant with reference
to Locations 1904 and 1907.

These are Mr. Nielsen’s blocks, and the
letter was signed by the Under Secretary
for Lands, Mr. Clifton. On the 20th Sep-
tember, having gone and seen the officials,
Mr. Moor received this reply from Mr.
Morris—

With reference to previous corres-
pondence respecting the blocks held by
Mr. Nielsen, I beg to inform you that
it has now been decided to eancel home-
stead farm No. 13750/74 and condi-
tional purchase No. 25112/55 and make
them available for re-seleetion subject
to the valune of improvements effected
thereon and to the Agrieultural Bank
advance of £20.

That is illegal, because the Lands Depait-
ment has no power to provide anything

for the Agrienltural Bank advance. The
letter eontinues— :
Further particulars will appear in

this week’s Government Gazette, and the
amount to eover improvements and ad-
vance must be lodged with the appliea-
tion, In the event of more than one
application the matter will go to a
board for decision.
Mr. Moor still perseveres, and writes
again; following upon which he reeceived
the following letter, dated 24th Septem-
ber:—

Respecting the blocks in the Dalwal-
linn subdivision which were held by Mr.
Nielsen, I have to advise that sueh
blocks are being thrown open for re-
selection on and afier 11th October
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next, and the notice making them avail-
able appears in yesterday's Gazeite,
from which full particnlars may be ob-
tained.

This is on the 24th September. The no-
tice that these leases were thrown open
appeared in the Gazette for the firsi time
on the 23rd September. Section 33 of the
Land Act reads as follows:—

All leases and licenses held under the
provisions of this Aet or any Aet or
regulations hereby repealed, except
quarry licenses and licenses under Part
XI. of this Aect, which may from time
to time hecome forfeited either by fail-
ure of payment of the instalment of
rvent or purchase money, or by reason
of the terms and conditions not having
been complied with, shall be offered by
auction at a price or rental to be de-
termined by the Minister. All sneh
sales shall be notified in the Government
Gazette for not less than four consecu-
tive weeks, . . .

The four consecutive weeks’ notice was
not given, beeause the first Gazetie notice
appeared on the 23rd September and ap-
plications had to be made by the 1llth
October. That only aliowed two weeks
and four days. What was the in-
tention of the Minister for Lands
when he ‘was trying to do this
illegal action?  What aftitude has he
taken up, wilfully doing that whieh is in
opposition to the law made by this Parlia-
ment to direct him in connection with his
department? Ts it not wrong; is it not
an act of absolute maladministration?
Not only was it maladministration, but
the Minister went forther. I do neot
blame the officials, they are only earrying
out their instructions, The Minister conld
not demand, as he did demand in this
case—and 1 shall read it—that the fall
amount for improvements should be paid
down with the application money. On
the 1st Oetober, Mr. Morris, for the nnder-
secrefary, wrote to Mr. Moor—

In further reference to your appli-
cation for blocks 1904 and 1907 I bex
to inform yon that these blocks will be
open for seleetion on or after the 11th
October next. Applications should be
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lodged on or before the date at this
office. The blocks together are subject
to the value of improvements, namely,
£73 8s. 3d,, the full amount of such im-
provements to be lodged with applica-
tion as a eash payment.
Now what is the law in regard to this?
Section 147 of the Land Aect provides—
The fair value of any improvements
existing on or affecting any land ap-
plied for, or authorised and in eonrse
of construction or intended to be con-
strueted, shall be determined by the
Minister, and the price of any such
Jand shall be inereased by the value so
determined of sueh improvements, with
mterest thereon at the rate of five
pounds per centum per annum, fo the
intent that the price of the lands as in-
creased by the value of such improve-
ments, with interest thereon as afore-
said, shall be paid by the selector by
half-yearly instalments at snch time and
in'such manner as the price of the land,
if unimproved, would have heen pay-
able.
Therefore if this fietitious value which
was put on the land is a corceet one, and
is to be paid at all by the applicant, it
is ntot lawfnl that he should be compelled
to put down the full amonnt. He should
pay the value over a term of years by
half-yearly instalments, just as he would
do in the first instance when taking up
nnimproved Iand. So again the depart-
ment were acting illegally in asking Mr.
Moor {0 eomaply with this eondition, whickh
i= a breach of the land laws of the State.
Was this done in ignorance? I venture o
say, “No.” The matter received too much
publicity. Mr. Moor appeared too often
before the Minister for the Minister to do
anything other than knowingly. What
was the intention? XKnowing that Mr.
Moor was a poor man, as he had lost his
all in this State after being here nine
years, the Minister must have thonght that
Mz. Moor conld not raise the money neces-
sary to make the application for this
Tand. and therefore the land would go by
default to the only applicants. those
gentlemen from Vietoria who had pur-
chazed from Mr. Neilsen. Apparently the
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Minister did wnot seruple to commit a
breach of his own laws in order to bring
about his desires in this connection, that
is, to defeat My. Moor. These are the
charges; tliese are the facts which we are
told by the West Austrelien and by the
Premier are not borne out. Could any-
thing be clearer than {heir own letters
or their own laws? [ submit there has
been a grievous breaech of the land laws
of the State, knowingly and willingly ap-
parently, by the Minister; and the Gov-
ernment permit this and eall it a slight
error, and go further and say they attach
no importance to it. 1f they intend to
pursue that poliey the soconer they are
turned oul ot office the better for the

. people of the State, and the better for

the administration of our land laws, Mr.
Moor tells me that he protested against
the illegality, as nndonbledly there was
illegality, but he was told the Minister
was all-powerful nuder Section 21 of the
Land Aet, and could do as he pleased, [
understand the Minister was never too
gracious in there interviews and he used
langnage, I awn told—T should rvegret if
it were true—a bullocky would not make
nse of in the most adverse circomstances.
Mr. Moor was told that under Subsection
2 of Section 21 the Minister had power to
order things as he liked. Well, we will
find out whether he has or not. The
snbsection provides—

The Minister shall at all times have
power in the public interest, and in his
discretion, subject only to an appeal to
the Governor under Section 37, to re-
fuse any application whatsoever made
under any part of this Aet.

The Minister has power to refuse any ap-
plieation if he deems it in the publie in-
terest, but this is not refusing an appli-
eation, it is putting a valne on land and
compelling the person to pay down that
valne with the applieation fee, a thing that
the law does not allow. That is the .
difference. “The Minister can do as he
likes.” Of comse he can do as he likes.
if he has his actions, his wilful aections,
endorsed by the Government and endorsed
by the Press of the State also. TIf this
State is faced with a greater danger than
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any other it is that of Press domination,
by which every statemeut made by those
on the Government side of the House is
deemed correct, and every statement made
by those on tbe opposite side is deemed
incorrect, and by which scandals of this
charaeter are covered up. TUndoubtedly
the Minister wonld have allowed this
transfer had not Mr, Moor interfered; he
would have put through this transfer of
Nielsen’s to those two gentlemen from
Victoria. I do not blame those settlers
from Victoria; they could not do other-
wise; I am only sorry that beeause of onr
maladministration they are put in this
unfortunate position; it cannot but re-
act on this State. I understapd they are
very much incensed at the way they have
been treated. I do not blame them if they
write to Vietoria and tell their friends
of the maladministration of our land
laws, by which they were kept idle weeks
and weeks in the State and run the risk
of losing their money also. As T said, the
Minister would bave allowed this trans-
fer, even though Mr. Nielsen did not com-
ply with the conditions which alone allow
for a tramsfer, Under Section 55 Mr.
Nielsen had to make certain improve-
ments, and if he only made improvements
to the value of £73, the value placed on
the blocks by the Minister, then he did net
make the improvements required by that
section, He shonld have at least made
improvements to the value of £250 ae-
cording to the section, yet, thongh he did
not make these improvements, the trans-
fer would have been made by the Minister
had it not been for the trouble
rajsed by Mr. Moor. Has not Mr.
Moor done a serviee fo the Statet
Has not this sort of thing oceurred
year in and year out? Is it not
occurring every day in the week? Are

not similar blocks of land being sold and’

transferred by the department as ordinary
business undertakings? Yot because a
certain person, poor though he may be,
wries ont against this maladministration,
and draws the attention of the people to
t. he is ecriticised and assailed by the
‘Minister. Not a word has been said
azainst those persons who are carrying
vn these nefarious practices Rather is
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every endeavour made to excuse their
actions and support a eontinuance of this
policy. Now I will go into the case of
Mr. Court’s blocks. I have maps with me.
Mr. Court had a long letter in the West
Australian this morning in which he stated
that he did not have these blocks for sale
at all, and Mr. Gourley has made the
statement that tbe blocks were never in
his hands for sale. I am very diffident
about making any charge against my own
colleague of hiz not heing entirely accu-
rate when he denies any participation in
the sale of Mr, Court’s blocks, but I
can only believe what I tfake to be
his own handwriting. If it is neot
his own handwriting it must be a
forgery, and if it is a forgery I hope
he will take action at the earliest moment
i¢ bring the people responsible to book
+or it. The land board gave certain areas
in this distriet to Mr. Court, and Mr.
Moor makes the charge that- Mr. Court
had these blocks for sale. The blocks
owned by Mr. Cowrt and Mrs. Couri are
1912, 1915, and 1921, There is another
block, 1919, owned by Mr. Bonner, who
is well known to the member for Canning
(Mr. Gordon), as having been a land
guide in the Midland distriets and as
having taken persons out to imspeet land

from a siding the other side of
‘Watheroo. Mr. Bonner’s land ap-
parently adjoins Mr. Court’s pro-

perties and his block is included in that
which is up for sale. The Premier eon-
fessed last night that Mr. Court’s applica-
tion was illegal, that while applications
closed on the 8th February last Mr.
Court’s applieation did not eome in until
the 9th; but there was s minute on it
“This application must be received” and
Mr. Farmer was the person who wrote it.

Mr. Seaddan: He did not write it; he
directed it to be written.

My, TROY: That is so. The minute
reads, “This application must be re

ceived. By order, H. Farmer.” Mr.
Farmer was also chairman of the
land board on that oceasion, and

even if he was guided by the best
of intentions in advising that this
application should be received, though
ilegally, one cannot help saying that he
committed a very indiscreet action in so
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doing, because as chairman of the land
board he should have kept bhimself en-
tirely apart trom appleations of this
character, However, the applieations of
Mr. Court and Mrs, Court were received.
i wake oo charge against Mr. Farmer
other than the one of iHegal administra-
tion, undoubted illezality. My, Court and
his wife were given these acres by the
land hoard. Mr, Gourley and My, Conrt
bhave denied that these areas were for
sale. T would be prepaved to accept this
denial in good faith were it not for the
fact that I have a letter here. signed
“H. Gourley, agent.” 1 had better read
it, theugh T am very utnch averse to doing
~ =0 in the circumstances. 1t is dated 14th
Sepiember, 1910, and is as follows:—

[ have this day given an option of
seven (7) days puorehase econdifionally
on payment of £1 over blocks 1912,
1915, 1921, and 1919, sitnated at Dal-
wallinn (loeation near). price per acre
fen shillings (10s.} eash, if terms re-
quired, arrangements to be made with the
owner, The deposit of one pound (£1)
to be paid by tlie 15th day of Septem-
her, 1910. The terms are subject to the
approval of the nwner.

My only regret is that Mr. Gourley denies
that. T do not know whether it is cor-
rect. but he will he able to identify his
own handwriting. ‘The matter is one szo
serions that I shall ask lhim to take the
earliest opportunity to find out whether it
33 a forgery or not. This is the ease which
in virtuous indignation Mr. Woods and
Mr. Lovekin veferved to. T will say this,
that if Mr. Moor made a charge that Mr.
Gionrler had appeared before the Land
Board on behalf of Court and gave evi-
dence, that would he incorreet, for he did
net do so. If Mr. Gourley appeared be-
fove the Land Board I presume it was
for someone else, and n that he was not
wrong; bat he did not appear for Counrt.
Apparently, from this option, he un-
doubtedly acted as agent for Court and
Pomer in endeavouring to sell the pro-
perties for 10s. per acre, or a total of
something like £1,640. Mr. Gourley did
vothing different from any other land
s=ent of this City, he did no more than
all the others do. He might say io reply
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thati as a land agent carrying on business
le merely did that which was vecognised
by the Lands Department, merely did that
which every other land agent was deing,
and which one ean safisfy himself by a
pernsal of the dailv papers is being
done day after day. "The leader of the
Qpposition will be able later on in lhis
riply, T am sure he wilt do so, to refer
to Mr. Sommers, M.L.C., who indignantly
sdenies his assoctation with any sueb trans-
aefion. The leader of {he Opposition has
praofs that this is done and has been done
I'y those who deny it. T hope when he
does  mention it, the West dusivalinn,
which said this morning that Mr. Som-
mers apparently ean take enrve of limself,
and that nothing ecan be proved against
him, will give Mr. Seaddan’s proofs the
publicity they warrant in the cirewm-
stances. Tf T mav take the signature of
Mr. Gourley as proof of the option, I
can arrive ai no other cunelusion Chan
ihat Court did nothing on his property
despite his letter Lo the contrary. [ should
be sorry to traduece or misrepresent him;
however. the option shows that neither
he nor Mr. Bonner, who had their pro-
perties offered for sale, had made im-
provements. In concluding tlis chapter
of land maladministration I say that these
people simply do what has been recog-
nised all through, and ibat whick has
been endorsed by the T.ands Department,

Mr. Underwood: And encouraged by
e Minister.

Mr. TROY: Yes, undonbtedly encour-
aged by the Minister,

Mre. Underwood: And adopted by him.

Mr. TROY: Hansard way add that:
they are my sentiments all the same, Here
we have the land laws enacted by Parlia-
ment evaded and the Minister is in his
office for the purpose of adwinistering
those laws as they exist in the statute-
hook. )

Mr. Heitmann: He does not think so.

Mr. Underwood: He is there to build
up big estates for his friends.

Mr. TROY : So long as be honestly ad-
ministers the laws in the best interests of
the country, and according fo the laws, it
is all right; but the reverse has been the
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case. When this vote is put will the Min-
isterialists support the Minister, even
though bere we have proofs, numbers of
them, that ke has wilfully evaded the laws
of the State in the administration of the
department? Is it possible that we have
members opposite who are so lost to a
sense of deceney that they will do this sort
of thing with a view merely of keeping
a Government in power, because they were
elected to support that party?

Mr. Underwood: With a Press that can
be honght.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.

Mr. TROY: Although a charge of
cauens is laad against this side—I do not
care a snap of my finger for the charge—
I mighi retort that if snch things as T
have related happened in the TLabour
party. if they were in power, it would be
fonnd that not alone would members
opposite be fighting agatust the Gov-
ernment. Let us look at instances
that oecur in Australian polities to-
day where the Labour party are in
power, Tn South Ausiralia we had the

“spectacle a few days ago of the TLabour
party defeating {heir own Government be-
cause they could not see eve fo eye with
then.. For what? Merely over the ap-
pointment of a railway and tramway com-
missioner. Could that occur here wiih
this Gevernment? No. And becanse
sueh a state of affairs does not exist 1t is
a loss to the pure administration of the
State.  Tn the Federal Parliament over
the eapital site question, there was the
spectacle of the Federal labour members
fiehting the Government all night hecause
thev thought the action of the Gov-
ernment was no! in the hest interests of
Australin.  Tmagine the followers of the
present Government taking that attitnde!
It never has oeeurred and it never conld
occur while they adopt their present atti-
tude of servile support to a Government
euilty of this maladministration. Al-
thongh these proofs may not be given
to the country, I hope we shall have an
opportunity later on to do so. We will
take the opportunity of appealing to the
people of this country. and give them
specifie instances. I warrant this, that
when we do we shall meet with the sue-
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cess we biave always met with, when the
people, defuded by the Press. have bad
the actual proofs giveu them. 1f we go
to them at the general elections and show
how the Press have taken a party stand-
point, then our suecess is assured. [t is
well worth eutting out the feading article
in the West .dustration this morning for
future reference. T feel suve that if we
zo to the people with the proofs we have
we shall come back with a considerable
inerease in pombers. So far a= I am
concerned this matter will receive the
fullest publicity before the people of this
State. There are other matters of mal-
administration in conneetion with this de-
partment.

Mr. Coderwood: Is there a pure one?

Me, TROY: There has been mal-
administration and gross dereption sv far
us statements to people endeavouring to
secure land here ave coneerned. The Min-
ister tells evervone. and the Premier said
it last night, that there are hundreds of
thousands of aeres of land awaiting set-
tlers. He says. “Apply for it; go and
zet it; it is there.” He wonld not send
his own son or his relatives on it, but he
says to other people, “Go and get it.”
When he is asked where the land is he
says, “Here, here, here:; go and get on the
land. the couniry is full of it. it only
wants conrage; if you have no backbone
you are a failure. that is all.” But the
Agrieultnral Bank will not give those
settlers an advance on the blocks. for
they do not think the land is worth it
Let me give instances of that. T have
picked from land advertised by the Lands
Department as open for selection no less
than 100.000 acres of land on which the
Agriewdtural Bank will not give one penny
advance. That is to say, the Agrieultural
Bank do not think the land sufficiently
valuable to advance one halfpenny on it
This is the land the Government tell
settlers ig waiting for themn. This is the
land they hold out to settlers, and they
evidently desire to condemn those poor
people to live on it for the vest of their
lives. Do a Government, who are guilty
of such things. deserve the sopport of
members and of the eountry? No. [
again charge members of the other side
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with not serving their own interests, or
the interests of the State if they support
the Government when the vote on this
motion is taken. T will give some proofs
of what T have said. I have typewriiten
references to no less than 55,000 acres of
land on which there is no bank advance.
I find that some of the land consists of
salt Iakes. While the bank will make no
advance on these lands the State are ask-
ing 10s. an aecre for it, for land at Knun-
gajen, Burracoppin, Lake Brown, Bar-
balin, Mount Marshall, Korrelocking, S.
Dalwallinn, Waddouring, Nangeenan,
Kumminin, Badjebup, Yerapin, Bender-
ing, Ongerup, Balwallinu, Mangowine,
Nunajin, Merredin and Ajana. From the
Government Gazette of the last two weeks
I find the poliey is coniinued. It is not
only in the Government Gazette that these
blocks are mentioned, but the Government
are advertising the same lands in the
papers of this State; they are using the
people’s money to advertise in the papers
this land which is of no value, or, at any
rate, land which the Agricultural Bank
think 15 of no value. T see by the Got-
ernment Gazette the following blocks ave
advertised by the Northam land agent:—
1,000 acres, Gs. 6d.,, no advance; 1,000
acres, 14s., no advance; 999 acrves, 14s,,
no advanee; 1,000 acres, 14s., no ad-
vance; 741 acres, 12s. 6d.,, no advance;
999 acres, no advance. 1 will proceed
further, and it is again the Northam land
ageney :—1,000 aecres, 1ds. 64, no ad-
vance; 5., no advanee; 15s. 6d., no ad-
vance; 15s, no advance., Then, again,
we have in the Nelson distriet a nnmber
of areas ranging in price from 9s. to 14s,
on which there is no advance. It is men-
tioned, however, that each applicant for
an advance in these cases will be dealt
with separately. What an indueement!
No advance, but each application will be
dealt with separately. Then, again, there
is Northampton, in the Victoria distriet,
where we have 997 acres at 15s. 4. and
other blocks at 9s., 11s., 15s. 6d., 9s., 7s,
12s. Gd.. 10s., 13s,, 18s, 10s, 12s., 14s. 6d.,
12s.. and no advanee on any of them. The
total avea in this district comprises about
10,000 acres, and ont of all of them there
are only two lots on which there is any
advance. East of Nangeenan we have 11
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areas on which there are no advances. The
same in Albany, and wherever one looks
in both these issues of the (Yovernment
Glazette it will be seen there is no advance,
This is the land which the Minister for
Lands points out as being available for
settlers.  The leader of the Opposition
has made all those complaints and the
complaints have been proved fo the hilt,
yei the West Australian in its leading
columns this morning disposes of every-
thing and advises that we should get on
with the business, and that there is no
more trouble, and that there was never
anything in these charges. It continues
as follows :—
My, Seaddan is not to be blamed tor
bringing these complaints under notice.
They are really most kind to Mr. Seaddan
They econtinue—

They were floating in the air on the

wings of a gathering ecloud of rumour.
These are the rumours and these are the
instanees that I have given. Where does
the West Awustralien get its faets from?
I suppose they get their facts from the
imagination of the gentleman, I presume,
who writes these articles. He goes on to
write—

Rumours that might have darkened

the reputation of this State had they

been allowed to proceed unchecked up-
on their course. The leader of the Op-
position might, for his own sake, have
examined more carefully the evidence
upon which these reports and com-
plaints rested. It is well that attention
has been drawn to them and that their
baselessness has been completely ex-
posed.
This is the most amusing thing I have
ever read. One imagines that the gen-
tleman who wrote this article did so after
having attended a performance of one of
Gilbert and Sullivan’s operas.

Mr. Angwin: Do yon not think we
should make it eompulsory for the man
who writes to sign his name?

Mr. TROY : This is what yon call pub-
lic opinion,

Mr. Underwood: Some people call it
tripe. ’

Mr. TROY : Continuing, he writes—

Mr. Wilson’s question at the end of
his speech was well timed. “Where are
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the charges?’ he asked, and there is
but one answer; they have been dis-
persed into thin air.

Wheve are the eharges? Echo answers.
Where? The Premier replied that
they were baseless, and the gentleman
who wrote this article says that they have
been dispersed into thin air. That settles
the whole fhing, I suppose. Il may set-
tle the matter in the mind of the writer,
but it will not settle the matter in the
conntry 1 eau assure him. Reference was
made last night to the case of Clarke and
party, a number of Kuglish settlers who
have reeently arvived in this State and
who, personally I may say, are by far
the best stamp of immigrants I have seen
in this State. They have come to West-
ern Australia on their own initiative:
they have bronght heve prize stock, the
hest that conld be seeured, and all they
are desivons of is that the promises made
to them by the Agent General in London
shali be kept, and not only the promises
made to them by the Agent General, but
also all the promises made by the then

Premier, Sir Newton Moore. These
wentlemen “were told in London that

the promises wounld be fulfilled on iheir
arrival in Western Australia. T have
here a pamphlet called the West Ausfra-
tian Selectors’ and Tmmigrants’ Guide,
1910, iQued actually this vear. Tt gives
a digest of the land laws, particulars of
loans by the Apricnitural Bank, informa-
tion as to nssisted passages elcetera, and
has been conrpiled hy W. H. Dollev by the
direction of the Agent-Generai of West-
ern \nstralia. This is what the people
ave told in this pamphlet—

Six hundred thousand aeres are paz-
etted as being available for a speeial
class of selectors to the exelusion of
all other persons. The allocations eom-
prised in this arvea of 600,000 acres are
set apart as settlement lands, available
for selection by persons who are not
alrendy owners of more than 100 acres
of rural land in the State, ... The
fact that this system of special areas
will enable settlers to take up econ-
timnous blocks is of special importance
in view of the oft-expressed desire of
intending emigrants to form them-
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selves inte small groups for the pur-.

pose of mutval aid and eo-opevation.
These people are assured heve that there
are these G00,000 acres available in West-
erti Australia, snd there is the special
virtne that they will be able to tuke up
contiguous blocks and assist one another.
But when they do arrive they are
told that they mnst appear before
the Land Board and take their
chanee  with others. I say that * we
should be sufficiently honest and let these
people know the actual rondition of at-
fairs before asking them to come to West-
ern Australia. When they arvive we in-
sist that they shall go befove the Land
Board' just as other settlers do, bul it is
eriminal; avd te my mind. it is distinetly
wrong for any Government to deceive
people in the old country with pamphlets
of the eharacter of this one which I have
just vead an extract from, and then re-
fuse to fulfil promises made in England
when these people arrive in Western Aus-
tralia. 'Then the Premier shows a spirit
of revenge and spite because these people
dare to eriticise and eondenn the Govern-
nent  whom we are told are anxious
to assist the immigrant. These immi-
grants to whom T have referred are pre-
pared to spend thowsands of pounds in
the State, and are people who have come
here on their own initiative; they have no
desire to be a burden on the State, they
have come to take up land, and thex
bring with them valuable stock, and these
are the people who ave rveferred to in a
supercilions manner by the Premier. (*an
any greater indictment be made against
the Government; can any greater proof
be given that the Government will net
seruple to vent their spleen on any per-
son, be he new-comer or an old resident,
if be dares to eriticise their maladminis-
tration? We should welecome the criti-
cism of these people because it shows that
they have taken an interest in the State
and that they are determined that the ad-
ministration of the State shall be all that
the people desire. I want to say again
with regard to the treatment of these im-
migrants that there cannot be any worse
advertisement for Western Australia.
These people are reputpble citizens. men
of standing. and when they write and tell
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their friends in England how they have
been treated in Western Australia, and
have been referred to in Parliament by the
Premier of the State, and have ineurred
the displeasure of the Press. what will be
thought of ws? The Premier has assured
us he has eabled to England and asked for
the withdrawal of this pamphlet. There
can be no doubt that since this pamphlet
was issned at the beginning of this yéar
the Covernment, who elaim to be the
lineal descendants of the Moore Govern-
ment, are responsible for the distribution
in England of that pamphlet and are re-
sponsible for all the promises contained
in it, There is something pathetie in the
desire of the Government to take upon
themselves the mantle of Sir Newton
Moore. Sir Newton Moore is a popular
gentleman, but when it comes to accept-
ing responsibility for acts of maladminis-
tration the present Government do their
best to evade that responsibility, I think
sufficient proof has been given with re-
gard to the maladministration of the
Lands Department. ¥s anything else
wanted? 1f so. there are members on this
side of the House who will give additional
proof before the debate is coneluded, and
there will be not one, or even ten, but
a hundred instances of maladministra-
tion in the Lands Department given. I
want to refer to the policy of the Gov-
ernment in other matters, and in this
connection I desire to mention some facts
in addition to what was stated last night
with regard to the agricultural railway
policy. The Governmeni of this State
have already claimed to have initiated the
policy of agricultural development by
railwavs. They have stated that this was
their policy and they would still declare
it to be their policy but for the unhappy
fact that they have in their ranks at the
present time a person who was the leader
of the Labour Government, and whom
they dare not acense of having been op-
posed to this policy because he wonld be
eompelled to refute that statement, The
other night when the Attorney General
attacked members on this side of the
House he declared that this policy of
railway construetion, in order to assist
agricultoral development, was initiated

by the present Government, and we found
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that he was assailed by tbe then member
for Subiaco, who is the present Minister
for Works, who declared that the policy
was that of the Labour Government. We
on this side of the House claim to have
inifiated that policy as well as the
poliey of mining railway develop-
ment which has sinee been adopted in
the State. There are a few of these rail-
ways which I have opposed, and having in
the course of my travels lately seen the
country through which those railways
have been constructed, I am gratified with
the attitnde I took up when the Bills for
their construction were before the House.
For instance, with regard to the Bolgart
railway which was referred to last night.
T had an opportunity recently of travelling
over that railway, and I venture fo say
that it has not assisted agrieultural ex-
pansion, and that the majority of new
setilers to be served by that line are 20
miles away from the termious. They
are shut off from communication by
the fact that between them and Bolgart
there are a number of large estates and
the land through which the line passes is
held in very large areas. I found on
visiting Bolgart that the terminus of the
railway is in a swamp.

Mr. Gill: In a bog.

Mr. TROY: Yes; it is a bog. Tie mem-
ber for Balkatta was with me, and where
the farmers were bringing in their produce
we could not stand without sinking up
to our knees. The local station at the
terminus is in a swamp and the Govern-
ment township 18 largely in a swamp also,
but right in front of the railway station,
on the rising ground, the land is held by
Mr. Phillips, who has ent up his ares into
blocks for a township, and his township,
becanse it is on the high ground, will
prove to be more attractive than the
township of the Government which is in
the swamp. The railway there serves the
large estates and the Government town-
ship is of little value because it is so
badly situated. The station yard itself is
a disgrace to the engineers who located it.
and the Governmenl may he congratu-
lated on the fact that they have enabled
Mr, Phillips to gather in nnesrned inere-
ment by building the railway to his doot,
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amd enabling him to eut up his land on
the high ground in order to establish a

township in anticipation of coming
events. That is the policy of the
Government  which *we should not

endorse; that is the poliey whicl the Gov-
ernwent elaim is sufficient to entitle them
to the confidence not only of this House
but of the eonntry also. I shall not refer
to the Katanning-Kojonup railway, be-
cause it was alluded to last night. Every-
one knows at the present time why that
railway was built.

Sitting suspended from §.15 to 7.530 pm.

Mr. TROY : Continning my remarks in
regard to the construetion of railways, I
want to express dissatisfaction with the
attitude of the Governmenf in respeei to
the proposed Lawlers raihvay; and I think
it wounld be right if several other members
representing Northern constitnencies were
to  give this roatter some attention
also. It is well known that two Ministers
in the present Cabinet have promised that
the Lawlers railway shall bhe constiucted
from Leonora, and that another Minister,
the Attorney General—who represeunts
Greenough, the people of which electorate
are keenly interested—has had no voiee
whatever in the matter other than fo say
a word in palliation of its eenstruetion
vie Leonvra from the mining standpoeint.
The Attorney General put forward a very
specious argument the other day at Nara-
ling when he said that this railway should
he considered from & purely mining stand-
point. If 1 conld gather anythine. it any
intellicent person eould gather auxthing
from lhis remarks. we could avrive at ne
other conelusion than that the Attorney
General knew in his own mind that the
Government were determined to construef
the line from Leonora.

The Attorney General:
warily,” not  “purelx” from
standpoint.

Mx. TROY: Sinee two Ministers have
civen an assurance to their consti-
tuents that this railway is to be eon-
strucied from Leonora, we should at least
have some declaration from the Govern-

I said “pri-
a mining
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ment as to their attitude on this question.
The Attorney General should have some-
thing to say on this guestion, and should
be prepared to give his opinion just as
enmphatically as his ¢olleagues have done.
What is the attitude of the Government
in this connection? Are they prepared
to endorse the remarks of the two Mini-
sters, Messrs. Connolly and MeIlenzie, or
will they take up the position once for all
of denying these statements as represent-
ing the real intention of the Government?
I think any Lonest Government, any Gov-
ernment with any degree of backbone,
would be prepared to make a definite
statement in regard to this gnestion. We
are told the Minister for Mines has been
asked to make a report from a geologiecal
standpoint. That is absurd. because we
know the Minister for Mines has already
declaved himself in  favour of the con-
struction of the line from Teonora. We
know, too, he has seenred a reporct from
his officers, advising that course also. T
will say no more than to make this asser-
tion: if a railway is to be built to assist
mining development. then primarily the
first object of importance is that of lessen-
ing the eosts; and the costs in the Lawlers
distriet ean best be lessened by giving the
people of that disiviet the shortest route
to their natural port, namely. Creraldton,
I hope the member for Geraldton will de-
mand from the Government their decision
in connection with this matrer, 1 he
does not, and if the Attorney General
does not. neither of them is doing his
duty by his constituents. [ want to com-
mend my remarks to them becanse two
Ministers, indeed three Ministers. have
been candid in the matter. and surely we
may expeet a similar statement from the
gentleman who oecupies the position of
Attornev General. Reference was made
last night by the membar for Guildford
to the Colonial Seeretary’s Department.
That hon. member pointed ouat that the
department was not being administered
in accordanee with certain laws passed by
this House. He mude referenee to the
fact that sweating exists in various indus-
tries in the city—and T want in
bear out that contention and say that in
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the seleet committee’s quiry proof was
forthcoming that sweating did exist, and
recommendations were submitted to the
Fovernment by the adoption of which ihey
wonld have done away with the evil. Se
far. however, no action has been taken
by the Government, Sir Newton Moore,
the late Premier, promised in the House
over (welve months ago that a woman
would be appointed as an inspector. Yet
we now find that so little have the Minis-
try of the day considered the positions of
thousands of workers in the City, par-
ticularly women workers, who have no
protection whatever, that the promise has
never heex kept nor has any attempt been
made to fulfi} it. Then in regard to in-
spection, in the annnal report of the Med:-
eal. Health, Factories, and Early Closing
Departments, we find that the Prineipal
Medical Officer states in regard to the
administration of certain Acts he has mot
had snfficient inspectors to adequately ful-
fil the dwties. He points out clearly that
he bhas had to neglect the inspection of
many factories in the State becanse he
has not had a suificiently large staff. Now,
it is a most extraordinary thing that al-
though the welfare of thousands of our
people is eoncerned in the administration
aof these Acts the Government are abso-
lutely unsympathetic and will not even do
hare justice in administering the laws
passed by the Honse. What is their at-
titnde in regard to other persons? Never
is an application made by the Enployers’
Federation, the Chamber of Manfacturers
or the Chamber of Commerce but the
Governpment lend a willing ear to such ap-
phication. In the Lands Department doz-
ens of inspectors have been appointed,
and provision is made for further ap-
pointments; yet in this department, affect-
ing the welfare of thousands of workers,
no provision whatever is made for their
welfare. I may tel! hon.” members there
are in the City girls of 15 and 16 years
of age working ithree or four nights a
week putting in overtime in these fae-
tories. [ can prove my stafements should
the necessity arise. Tn connection with
the Colonial Seeretary’s Department I
mnst condemn the attitode of the Govern-
menl in reducing hospital subsidies, and
more particularly seeing that that redue-
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tion tends to discourage those persens in
remote localities who are doing so much
to promote the health of the people. Last
vear a reduction was made in the subsidy.
and althongh members on this side of the
House protested, and altbough a division
was taken and the (fovernment defeaied,
the Government have gone on their way
unconcerned and still adhere to the poliey
whieli the Honse condemned. [ ask those
members who, though sithing on the Gov-
ernmeni side of the House, gave their sup-
port to that vote by whieh the Government
were defeated, what action have they
talen caleulated to foree the Government
to carry ont the mandate of the House?
Is it a fair thing that the Govermment
should go on unconcernedly flouting the
wishes of Parliament? Tf those members
on that side are prepaved to allow the
Government to do so, [ may tell them that
members on this side of the House will
not much longer permit it. Then again,
the Colonial Seeretary lias taken stifl fuu-
ther action with a view to diseouraging
the lospital committees in various por-
tions of the State. T apologise for giving
an instance iu my own electorate, because
[ have no desire to deal with paroechial
matters in this debate; but T have the
details in eonuneetion with this matter, and
I give them hecanse they are worthy of
recording in the House, The Sandstone
hospital is probably one of the best ad-
ministered in the State. 1 do not know
any body of people who have taken npon
themselves their responsthilities as cheer-
fullv as have the people in that distriet.
They have a most up-to-date hospital, one

‘that has rommanded the admiration and

approval of Ministers and other import-
ant personages in the State. By the sac-
rifices they have made, by the enthusins-
tie interest they bave taken in their hos-
pital, they have been enabled not only to
do good work in alleviating the sufferings
of the sick among the loeal community,
hut they were able to show a shight sur-
plis last vear. Aeting on instructions hy
{he Colonial Secretary the Principal Medi-
cal Officer wrote to the seeretary of the
hospital commending the loeal committee
Lor the #ood work they lLad done. He
expressed admiration for the saerifices
made, and congratulated them on the
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whole-hearted manner in whieh they had
undertaken their responsibilities, - Then,
by way of encouraging them, he intimated
that the Government intended to reduce
the subsidy., “You have done good work,”
he said in effect, “the Government recog-
nise that and appreciate it. You have
done better work than others in many
other parts of the State; you have
undertaken your responsibilities in a man-
ner that would put to shame many larger
Places, and, while we commend you, we
are going to encourage yon by still fur-
ther reducing your subsidy.” That acton
is going to disconrage the committee con-
trolling that hospital. Tf I were a com-
mifteeman, if T had made the sacrifices
they have made, if I had put my band in
my pocket as they have done and taken
the enthusiastie interest in the hospital
which they have done, T would indeed feel
diseonraged by the action of the Colonial
Seeretary. T say swueh an action is not
in the best intevests of the health adminis-
tration of the State. The Premier claims
support on the soundness and consistenoy
of his policy. and he puis considerable
emphasis on the virtne of eonsisteney and
on the faet that he has been cousisient
right throughout his career. Let us see
how he has been consistent and in which
way that consistency has been adhered to.
When the Labour Government were in
office he condemmned the small deficit that
Government had at the end of their finan-
cial year, and he urged that before we
conld build agricultural or mining rail-
ways the deficit shonld be wiped off and
the ledger squared, ns that was the first
consideration, and because the Govern-
ment had not done that, he condemmed
their progressive poliecy. What did he
and bis Government that followed im-
niediately afterwards do. They inereased
the deficit to over £300,000. Although
the defieit to-day las been considerably
reduced. this ix due tv one faet only, that
the Government have borrowed money and
expended it on roads. bridges, and publie
buildings instead of econstructing these
works from revenne. Had they econ-
structed these works from revenue, as had
been done in previous vears, the Govern-
meni would to-day he faced with a deficit
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of over £40,000. The {’remier claims,
and nndonbtedly will claim in the country,
that as a financier he excel. We can
only judee him by the experience of his
administration during the short time he
was Treasurer in the Moore Government.
When he introduced his Buodget in July,
1908. he said we were going to have a
surplus of £442 for the cwrent year. He
certainly assured us that the surplus
would not be large, bat it would be at
least a surplus. What was the result?
This brilliant finaneier who exeels in fin-
anee ended up that financial year with
over £100.000 to the bad. So if we are
to judge him by the past results of his
labours, we can only come tn the oune
conelusion that, as a Treasuver, as a fin-
ancier, he is not enfitled to support from
merubers of this Chamber, Tn addition to
the faet that the Govermmeut have bor-
rowed largely and constructed non-pro-
duetive works from loan moneys, I want
to point out something not usually koown
to the people of the Slate. The position
of any person may be judged by Lis debts,
or by his assets, particolarly by his debis,
and the condition of a country is geuer-
ally understood by its debt per head of
the population. We must conclude that
in regard io the debt per head of popula-
tion this State Is not as sound as it was
seme vears ago, because in 1005 the debt
per head of the popalation was £61 19s.
5d., whereas within five vears the debt
per head of the population wade a great
jump, and to-day is £73 Gs. 5d.; in faet,
onr debl per head of the population is
considerably higlher than the deht per
head of the population in New South
Wales, €36, and in Vietoria, £42. If we
may judee the soundness of the State by
these fipures we can arrive at no other
eonelusion than that there is a very bad
time in the future for us if the adminixs-
tration by this Government is to be ad-
ltered to. Now, in regard to the consixt-
ency of the political opinions of the gen-
tlemen who occupy the Ministerial Bench
little need be said. It is publie property,
and it need only be repeated in passing
that all the gentlemen siiting on the Min-
isterial Beneh have at one time in their

politieal carveers. vears ago or at a later
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diate, been ai daggers drawn so far as
political opinions are concerned. I re-
member when the Morgans Government
was tormed, before 1 entered the House, I
heard the Minister for Mines speaking at
Cue, and after bearing him I went away

wiilt the opinien that if ever fliere was a,

political vuffian in the State it was the
prezeni Premier, and that if ever there
was o eorrnpl politician in the State that
person was the present Premier, and if
ever there was a person whose ocenpancy
of a Ministerial position or a seat in
Parhament was more deivimental to the
State than any other person’s, that person
was the present Premier. After hearing
the present Preimer condemned by his eol-
leazne {hvoughoat the eountry, we now
find the two of them sitting eheek by
Jowl in the same Ministry, T do not
think polities of that sort will commend
themselves to the people of the State.
When the Minister for Works (Hon. H.
Dagtish)  was Premier—hy the grace
of the Tabour party—the Minister for
Mines (Hon. H. Gregorv) sneered across
the Table at his poliey and did his ntmaost
to condemn Mr. Daglish and his poliey in
the eountry. The lMlinister has denied
that he said the Daglish Government re-
signed over the Midland Railway, but I
know there is a member on this side of
1hie House who has the Minister’s actual
statement, and I will leave it to my eol-
league to read this statement later on.
After all, who gave the Minister for
Works the name of “Dreary Daglish”;
who ealled his policy the “mark-time”
policg?  The very persons who now sit
with the hon. gentleman, and who are his
volleagues to-dayv. They branded bLiw
throughoot the country as a miserahie
weak., drearv individual: and after con-
demning him in that way. they now sit
with him and take him in as one of thewr
eolleagues, Do they imaaine for a mo-
ment the people of the country have for-
wotten these episodes? [ is not pessible
for the people o have forgotien: and as
the case of Joe Cnok was nat fercotten
recently in Federal history, so the cvare of
Harry Daglish will not be foruotten in
Western  Australian historv. We have
the Attorney Genernl who abused the pre-
sent Giovernment and condemnel their
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policy only a few short months ago. Now
without any alteration n that policy,
without any departure from the poliey
the Government have pursued during the
last few vears, the Attorney General s
stepped into the Cabinet and :ecepted
that policy in full. Can there be any sin-
eerity of consisteney in a policy of that
charaeter? Can the Premier imawine
that by felling the people of the Siale
that he and his colleagues have bean al-
ways consistent, in view of their pasi
actions, and in view of their past atti-
tudes on politieal questions, he will be
believed by the people? Tt is Impassihls
to expeel that he will be believed by the
people.

The Premier: Do not pet so worried
abouf it.

Mr, TROY : Afler saying he was con-
sistent, the Premier said, “[ have changed
my opinions, and so did Chamberlain and
Gladstone, and so did a thousand others.”
So did Joe <Cook, so did Judas and
Brutus, and so did thousands of others
whose names are condembed in  his-
tory. So did John of England, and
many of the worst seoundrels and
wastrels who have appeared in his-
tory, who, when i was neecessary to
accummodate themselves to their sor-
roundings, did so. In English history
there have been few patriots who have
stood ouf against wrong, who lhave stood
out in the people's interests, in compari-
son with the greater number who have
always twmbled over to suit their own
couvenienee. After all. the Premier may
endeavour {v puf himself in the place of
a man like Mr, Gladstone, but I would
remind him that Mr. Gladstone did not
pose as a Liberal; he was a Liberal, and
a Liberal to his death. 'That cannol be
snid of the Premier, nor can it be said of
any member of the Government. These
politicians of eowrse have ihe faculty of
aceommodating themselves to the progress
of events. They eall themselves Liberals.
Tf they arve Liberals, where are all the
Conservatives whom they condemned at
one time and who are now amongst their
ranks? Have the Conservatives disap-
peared altogether?

The Premier: No,
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My, Heitmanu:
‘them,

My, TROY : | have heard that if you
put one bad apple in a bushel of apples
‘that bad one will make them all bad. Ap-
parently if you put one good Liberal in
-a body of Conservatives, be is going lo
change all the Conscrvatives over to his
views, [t is not possible. [t has not oc-
curred here. It will never oecur. They
call themselves Liberal; they claim to be
Liberals because they think it will popu-
larise themselves; but they might as well
call themselves any ofher name; they arve
just the old Tories and Consevatives, and
‘they represent the most andemocratie
-elemeni in the State. These politicians
‘remind me of an Amevican politician of
whom [ read in the Biglow Papers—

“He's been on all sides that give
places or pelf,
Bnt consisteney was still a pari of
his plan;
He’s been true to one party.
And that is himself.”
"There is something very sad
paihetic in  the endeavour of
Ministry to pose as democrats. The
Premier tells us he was so earnestly
-demoeratic  that  he  endeavournd o
formi a demoeratic league which under
his blighting influenee died an early death.
What else could be expected- in snch nu-
natural surroundings. how could le ex-
peet that infant to live?

The Minister for Works: They charged
him with the funeral expenses, too,

Mr. TROY: Why should they not? 1f
he was the cause of the infant's death
why should he not be charged with pro-
viding for its decent burial? [ want
lo refer to owe action of the Premier
where he said he was demoeratie. He said
he had never opposed a living wagze, and
that he had never asked that a person
shonld be paid six shillings a day. He
said it was five shillings one year, and
thew it got better and became six shillings.
Last night he said ihat the only oceasion
«on whieh he advocated six shillings was
when he appeared in the .\vhitration
«Court for Millars’ Kavri & Jarrah Co.

The Premier: I did not say T advoeated
it it was in the citatton.

They have eonveried

and
the
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Me. TROY: As a watter of fact the
I*vemier said, “It was the only citation in
whieh, while he was the employers’ re-
presentative, a six-shilling rate was men-
tioned. It was the sawmillers’ eitation.
It was true he had heen connected with
the preliminary application for the fixing
uf a date in connection with that eitation,
but the rest of the business was carrvied
out hy his suecessor.,” The Premier is
not alfogether correct in his statement.
He put the citation in; his sonceessor did
ot do that: and the PPremier wonld have
appeared in the Arbitvation Court but for
one fact: he was unable to do so owing
to the Paet that he liad accepted office in
the Rason Cabinet and could not appear
in the Arbitrvation Court. That is the
anly reasou. hut sn far as putiing the
eitation in is concerned. Le was respon-
sible. He puot it in in his name; he took
the initial steps; Mr. Gardiner came later,
hecause {he Premier’s Ministerial position
would not allow him to appear.

The Premier: Why wounld it not allow
me to appear?

Mr. TROY ;: Berause the hon. member
did not think it was politie Lo appear in
the court. He was fighting an election
denying that he had advoeated six shil-
lings a day. It wonld not lonk well for
a Minister to appear in enurt and argue
for an award thal was vot a living wage
in this State. "Then he went on to say—

Not only was that so, but, os a
maiteyr of faet, it was not asked in that
citntion fhat the mate for general work-
ers should be fixed at Gs. per day. Tt
was clatmed as the minimum wage for
tailers-ont on pickel benehes, and every-
one acquainted with the industry knew
that they were lads 15 or 16 years of
age.

The West .dustralion refervingz 1o that
SAVS—

The justification of his persounal atti-
tude (owards the wnges gnestion was
rontplete. 1le denies emphatically ever
advoeating s, a day as a sufficient wage
tor the worker, and he had no direct
connection with a eitation in the Arbi-
iration Court containing suech a pro-
posal. althongh one preseribing it for
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vertain sawmilling work carried ont by
lads of from 18 to 18 years of age was
submitfed not by him but by his sue-
vessor after Mr. Wilson had appeared
in the case only so far as to apply for
the fixing of the date of hearing.
I have shown that the West Australian
is wrong.
My, Johnson : That is nothing new.
Mr. TROY: The article goes on to
say—
Yet eveu this explanation does not
satisfy Mr. Johnson, and it would
~eemingly be too much to ask that mem-
ber to accept the most convincing
proof,
Let me now ask the West -lustralian to
acvept the absolutely convineing faets,
not the statements of the 1'vemier, but the
statement as shown in the report of the
Arbitvation Court proceedings; and let
us see what the Premier did at those pro-

ceedings, T find on page 172 and 173
of ithe Arbitration Courl proeeedings,

vohnne 4, 1905, that a citation was made
by the gentleman now Premier of this
State. and in that the wage of picket
bench pullers-out is fixed al 6s. a day, and
vet the Premier said that this was the
wage to be paid to lads of 13 and 16
years of age.

My, Johnson: And up to 18 vears.

Mr. TROY : The eitation says—

. The following shall be the mininmm

rates of pay whieh shall be payable by

the employer to all workers of the age

of 21 years and upwards ip his ser-

vice in the capaeities heveinafter men-

tioned.
This does not refer te boys of 15 and 16
years but to men 21 years and npwards.
T azk the West .Lustralian, ¥ ask the Pre-
mier. as an honourable man, whether he
told the truth when he said that this rve-
ferred to boys of 15 and 16 years of age.
Da the Weat Australian want more con-
vineing faets than those which are ob-
tained from the records of the Arbitra-
tion Cowrt? 1 eommend this book to the
Premier and to the leader writer of the
TWest Australian, the latter of whom is
so'~atizfied with anything said by the Pra-
mier and the supporters of the Govern-
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ment, and doubts everything said hy this
side of the House. Let that leader writer
take this and refresh his memory before
he writes such piffle as he wrote last even-
ing.

Myr. Scaddan: He writes by divection.

My, TROY: I do not blame the gentle-
man when I refer to the leader writer,
but T am referring to the paper for I
kaow perfectly well there ave dozens of
decent journalists who would not write
such stuff unless it meant their bread and
butter. Tt is unfortnnate that, in connee-
tion wilh that profession, no matler how
honest a man may be, or how democratic
he is, he has to write to order. Dr.
Hackett says that such a course must be
followed and that this is his poliey; he
says that right or wrong the Government
most be vegarded as right, and the unfor-
tunate leader writer has to sit down, with
his tongue in his cheek, and write what
he ean in that direetion in the most ad-
verse eircunwstances. This bas been doune
in connection with the articles written
upon this debate. Further referring to-
this eitation T may say that in addition to-
the 6s. a day tor persons of 21 years and
upwards it is provided that there shall
he 54 hours work a week, and as to over-
time it is said, “Overtime shall be paid
for at  the ordinary rvates ouly.”
Just  fanexy working for 54 hours
a week al ©s. a day and only to
receive  ordinary rates for overtime!
The gentleman who advocated this is he
whu poses as the workers’ and the peo-
ple's Eriend, and the man who would pro-
vide a living wage. The citation also
shows that grooms and feed mixers should
receive (is. 6d. a day. bt these people had
to work seven davs a week and no pro-
vision whatever 35 ade for over-
time. Dwoes the Premier think that every-
one in this State is as dense as those who-
follow him; does he for a moment imagine-
that the people of this State are so lost
to a sense of what is right and wrong
that they will accept his every statement ¥
I ean assure the Premier that the people
of this State will not aecept his state-
ments. neither in this nor any other matier
concerning his alleced demoeracy, and
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that if wembers are prepared to aceept
him they will find their coustitunents will
not be prepared to aceept them. Then,
again, he made a special plea last night
with regard to the sehool children, and
said he only raised ihe school fees in
order to charge the children of the
wealthy parents. He said the ¢hild of the
poor man would pot be injured at all, and
the only people who would he made to
pay were the wealthy citizens. T want to
put this question. It alf children over a
eertain age had to pay so much a week,
where is the diserimination between
the puor and the vieh? The only diserimi-
nation is this, that while the rieh man
tould afford o send his child to school
and pay tor the tuwition, the poor man
eould not pay and therefore would uof
be able to keep his ehild at sehool.

Mr. Heitmann: ¥e has the paupet’s
hook.

Mr. TROY: The poor an would have
to send his child to work and that child
must alwvays be a wood and water carrier,
the schools te be only tor the wealthy.
This was a blow distinctly aimed at the
poor man., While the wealthy person
counld afford to pay the inerensed fees for
his son, the poor man whe wanted to keep
his child at school so as to gain for him
the advantages he, the fafher, had not
chtained, could not afford it and woulld he
unable to do so.

Mr. Scaddan: He had a pauper’s book,

Mr. TROY: Yes, that was provided
for. The Premier’s excuses served no
purpese. He had already been heard on
that point in Parliament. The party
which blindly support him dealt with
the matter in caneus, There has never

been a spectacle in any Parliament
such as that one wheun members
eondemned a Minister for the atfi-

tude he had taken, and then declared that
they must support him as they had been
elected to do so.  Could anything more de-
grading be met with in any Parliament?
The position might have been different
had it been a case of a real and acknow-
leged eaucus, and some consideration
might he paid to the attitude of those
members had such existed, for it might
be said thai they did so in order to be
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loyal; but that argument cannot be raised
in their bebalf as they say they have no
caneus.  The real position was that those
members lacking initiative, having nv pol-
iey, blindly accepted the policy of their
Premier. The Premier cannot claim te
be a demucrat. He has not dared to in-
troduce an ivncrease of school fees since
then, He is not geing to bring it for-
ward now. ax lie knows the people will
not allow it and would net accept it in
any circumslance, If he does so he will
find that, as in the past, the people on this
side of the House, representing the poor
and the rieh alike, will see that eduneation
shall be free to all, no matter whetlier the
children are those of the poor or the rich.
Tn conclusion | would like to vefer to the
remark of the Premer that he had intro-
duced the land and inecome tax. He and
those with him shonld be the last in the
world fo talk about the Iand and income
tax as coming from them. We kuoow
perfectly well that, when condemning the
Daglish Government, the Premier and his
party went to the eonnbry and iold the
farmers that the land tax would ruin
them. We know that they were the hit-
terest apponents of the land tax. Tt is
the supporviers of those very gentlemen
who, as members of the Federal Parlia-
ment, are opponents to the Federal fand
tax. Those [Federal members arve the men
whom the Premier and his parvty sup-
ported at the last elections. They are the
people with whom their interests are
identical, the conservatives who represent
the monepolists, and whose interests ure
against the advancement of the State.
The Premier elaims eredit for introducing
the tax. and we and the people know they
did s0 heeanse they were compelled to ae-
eept the policy advoeated by the pavty on
this side. That was the only reason they
could put forwavd, that was their oniy
justifieation for bringing forward the
measure, [ have always said they have
opposed the poliey of this side of the
House, hut where they have gone forward
it has heen becanse they had to aceommmo-
date themselves to cirenmstances. Wher-
ever members on that side have made an
advanee they have done so because they
liave been propelled forward by the heavy
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boot of public opinion. So it is with this
measure, so it is with every measure they
have advucaled. Tle hotch-potech Gov-
ermment, comprising persons of divers
views, acting for selfish interests, who
ire  consistent in nolhing  exeept their
desire 1o relain  their seats on  the
Treasury hench, e¢an vever be acceptable
to this House or to the country. To
supporl  the Government, from what
we know of them, wounld be as a eynie
said of a seeond mmrriage, “A triumph of
hope over experience.”  From my experi-
ence I can see no good resulting to the
country from this Administration. 1 lope
that as the resalt of the dehate this party
will he able to induee members on that
side tn recoguise their duties not to the
Government bhut to the conntey. and as-
sist this party in turning the Government
out of office. .

Mr. PRICE (Albany)}: After the very
severe castigation the hon, member for
Mount Magnet has dealt oul to the pre-
sent occupnnts ot the Treasury  beneh
one would paturally assume that one of
their nwmber wonld zet up to defend
1hem.

ALk, Beaddan: They have no defence.

Mr, PRICE: Praetically every erime
in the political ealendar has been laid at
their doors and vel we see them sitting
haek smiling, and apparently impervious
to the shafis of ridiewle and eontumely
hurled at them hy the hon. memher who
has just resumed his seat. One cannot
help marvelling hy what process of rea-
soning, if reasoning it eau be lermed, such
a peculiar combination of politieal eharae-
ters conld he rathered together as we see
oceupving seats on lhe Treasury bench.
T do not intend In delay this House by
dealing al any length with what may well
be teymed ancient historv. Of the mem-
bers who now oecupy Ministerial positions
some mighi almost have been termed at
one tine “red fac revolutionary social-
isl=”" while uthers have heen in the fore-
front of what ihe leader of the Opposi-
tion lermed “hard shell Toryism.” We
have seen a negalive quantity in politieal
affairs. individnals veady 1o jump any
way or anywhere, as the cireumstances
and the exigencies of the moment demand.
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Yet we find them all now sitting cheek
by jowl and we are assured they ave a
very pleasant little family, We tind alse
that the Press of the State is condenming
members on this side of the House tor ve-
ferring to such a remarkahle eombination
of members as a danger to the welfare of
the State, One conld almost have imagined
a writer dealing with thai as one writer
did with that historical personage, the
Vicar of Bray, becanse if ever there was
a conglomerated Viear of Bray in any
Ministry, a Ministry prepared to serve
under any king in any eircumstances we
have it in the present instance. We have
a gentleman here—as has been pointed out
by the member for Mount Magnet—the
Premier, wlo is at all times and under all
circomstances bitterly opposed to every
movement for the amelioration of the con-
dition of the workers; yet this gentleman
las the andacity to state in this House that
he represenis the workers and that he will
always do what he ean for them. 1 pre-
sime. to be fair to hiaw, the unly workers
he conldl have been referring to are the
gentlemen who work by their wits. and
not those whoe work by their brains or
their hands. Hul let me take exception
to the condemnation of members on
this side of the House for bringing
forward a motion of the character of
the one under discussion at this stage in
the life of the present Parlimmnent. We
are aceused of wasting lime, yet we find
the Government deliberately prolonging
the recess and deliberately wasting a fort-
night vnly reeently. We find also that
ilie members of the present Ministry were
parties to His Excellency’s Speeech, which
was one of the most lengthy, in faet the
most lengthy Speeeh which has ever been
put into the mough of His Majesty’s
represeutative. That Speech invited, nay,
c¢hallenged  e¢riticism, and because this
side of the Houce took oeeasion to refer,
during the diseussion {0 the extraordinary
taxity and maladn:ivisiration of Ministers
during the prolonged recess. we are now
told that we should no lonzer waste the
time of Parliamment, but that we should
aceept without any demnr whatever the
Premier likes to bring hefore us, and af
with the business of

onve  proceed
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the countrv.  For my part, as T an-
nounced publicly some time ago. T am
pleased that the opportunity has arisen
to draw altention to the attitnde of men-
bers of the present Ministry with yegard
to the affairs of this country. hecanse eer-
tain protests which were made quite re-
ceritly on the Address-in-Reply lave heen
wuoved, Members protested against the
maladministration of varvious Ministers,
and yet we find these Ministers sitting
back adopting an attitnde of absolute in-
difference and treating with lordly disdain
the righteous indignation of irate eitizens
regarding their conduct of public affairs.
Let me say here that T have every reason
to believe that it is the intention of the
present Ministry, backed up by their fol-
lowing, to bludgeon out the molion now
before the House. What do we see? Last
night, and again fo-night, four or five
members sitting on the other side of the
House. Can we for one moment believe
that either the Ministers or their sup-
porters are desirous of dealing with
this motion fairly and justly? \When

we find that they are ontside the
Chamber, taking no notice whatever
of what is being sald within the

Chamber, we wmust reasonably assume
that, at any rate a majority of them, have
made up their minds to tollow the present
Ministry no matter what charges may he
made against them, no matter how it may
be clearly proved that they have snbordi-
nated their Ministerial positions, no mat-
ter how serious may be the charges laid
at their deors, these members intend to
follow then blindly. TIf anything were
needed to prove the necessity for the pre-
sent motion we have il in the servile man-
ner in which members are apparvently
following the present Ministry, and the
rontempt they arve showing towards the
motien now being diseussed by members
on this side of 1he House. During the
debate vn the Address-in-Reply I asked
for explanations from ecertain Ministers
regarding complaints in connection with
their various departments. One partieular
instance brought forward was that with
regard to certain would-be settlers from
the Northern State of Queensland. T
drew aftention to the faet that a number
of would-be settlers eame to this State
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and found it most difficult to secure land
from the Government, and that at least
one of them was taken to the manager of
Dalgety & Co. and introduced to him by
a responsible offieer of the Agricultural
Department and told that he might be
able to secure from Dalgety & Co. the
land which he could not get from the
Government. Was any reply made to
that? The Minisfer, to his eredit be it
said, did not attempt te deny the accusa-
tion, but I say he treated it with contempt
and as oune of the matters which should
not be dealt with or, at all events, that too
mueh light should not be thrown upon it.
Another matter I drew attention to was
the faet 1hat the Minister for Lands was
wantonly wasting publie funds in spend-
ing £7 per acre for elearing land in the
South-Western portion of the State for a
pine forest. There was uo answer to that,
and no remson was given for this wanton
waste, one miwhi almost term it, wicked
waste of public funds, And the Minis-
ter's indifference with rerard to these
charges lends colonr to statements made
by citizens concerning his conduet when
they dare to go along aud voice theiv ob-
jectivus 1o the cavalier treatment they
have reeeived at the hands of his subordi-
nates. I have heard it from land seekers,
and 1 have it at least from two of them,
that when they expostulafed with Lie
Minister with regard to certain aets of
maladministration in his department, he
replied, “I intend to treat with the utmosg
contempt aunything you wmay say ov do.”
Is that the attitude which should be
adopted by a responsibie Minisier of the
Crown? Ts it not, rather, one which
should immediately eall for condemnation,
not only by members on this side of the
House, when sueh a mafter is brought
before them, but by members who sit be-
bind that Minister? But so far we have
heard no word from any member sitting
"o the other side of the House. and, thei .
fore, we minst assnme they agree with fie
Minister’s attitude and are prepared to
support the action of that gentleman. I
do not desire to take np the time of the
House brinzing torward many complaints
which one might bring forward against
various Government depariments. There
are, however. certnin matters which T de-
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sive to refer {0 at this stage, matters of
considerable importance, and although
these, perhaps, might be termed in a de-
bate of this kind, of minor importanece,
still, they are such as to indieate the gen-
eral trend of the intentions and the actions
of Ministers with regard to their depart-
ments. Tet me first of all refer to the
department under the control of the Colo-
nial Secretary, the Labonr Bureau, I find
that quite recently the Labowr Bureau of
this State was vsed, and kuoowingly used,
by an Afghan settler to secure the ser-
vices of white immigrants. That Afghan
residing at Quairading wrote to the
Bureau asking that a man and his wife
should be sent along to work for him at
bis home. That request was complied
with by the Labour Bureau, the officers
of which knew where they were sending
this man and his wife, fresh out from the
old country. What do we ind? The man
is sent two or three miles away into the
bush to work on the holding, while his
unfortunate wife, who has been brought
out to this country by the inducements of
the present Government, is left at the
house in the company of seven or eight
Afghans. A white man, a Britisher, is
never about the place, and this has been
done, and done knowingly, by the officer
in charge of the Labour Bureau. Only
quite recently the nnfortunate woman,
who has thus been east under the influence
of Asiaties, was asked how she liked being
where she was, and she replied that she
objected to it very strongly, but she eould
not help herself being placed in the posi-
tion where her only companions throngh-
out the whole of the day were Afghans.
In view of the kmowledge we have gleaned
during the past few weeks regarding the
condnet of Afohans, the action on the
part of the officer of the Labonr Burean
should not be glossed or passed over with-
out comment. I certainly am not pre-
pared to pass it over, and under other
cireumstances I should bave said far move
with regard to this matfer than 1 am pre-
pared to say at the present time. Bnt [
do hope that speedy action will he taken
to relieve this woman from such a de-
grading position. 1 say it is degrading
that the Government should be responsible
for bringing a white woman into the coun-
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try and sending her to be the servant of
Afghans.  That is not all. I desire to
reler to anolher matter in connection with
the Colonial Seeretary’s Department.
Some time ago the master of the 0Old
Men’s Home at Claremont was discharged
from the public service. It would be in-
teresting were the whole of the papers
contiected with the inquiry, and the sab-
sequent dismissal of that person laid on
the Table of the House. It would then be
found that for several years past so lax
has heen the control exereised in rega-d
to that parcticular institution that the
responsible officers of the Colonial Secre-
tary's Department have been misled, have
awcepted deliberately false statements, and
that the master was not only absolutely
ingompetent but had been gmilty of actions
which, under other cirenmstances and if
done in private employ, would probably
have led to Far more serious consequences
than his mere dismissal from the servize
in which he was engaged. But the main
point arises when I inform the House that
the discovery of this laxity was made, ot
by a permanent officer in the Government
employ, but by a casnal employee called
in to 811 a temporary position in the pub-
lic service. The temporary employee dis-
covered that year after year ihe Govern-
ment had been misled in connection with
the retnrns and reports of certain public
depariments, And does it not prove that
Ministers must themselves be lacking in
the efficient control of their departmentis
when such a thing as that can ocenr? But
let me go a little further and challenge
the members of the Ministry to disprove
that they recently appoinfed a certain
lady, who is well known as a sapporter,
and an ardent worker on behalf of other
supporters, of the Government to a re-
sponsible position in connection with the
immigration otfice. I refer to the appoint-
ment of Mrs. Gresley Lukin fo what s
termed a “temporary elerkship” in cox-
nection with the immigration hureau.

Mr. Coller: J have heard the name he-
fore.

Mr. PRICE: Probably. There is a
Mr. Greslev Lukin who is president or
chaimpan of most conservative organisa-
tions in the city, and I believe Mrs. Gres-
ley Lukin iz the wife of that gentleman.
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This lady is employed, or has been ve-
cently employed by the Government and
riven what is termed a “temporary clerk-
ship”—given travelling allowance to sport
avound the country and attend to the
female immigrants, Now, I have no ob-
jection to the appointment of a vespon-
sible woman to generally take charge of
female immigrants when they come into
the State, but I do take exception to Min-
isters prostituting their positions in ap-
pointing a woman who is a politieal par-
tisan to such a position instead of calling
for applieations for the post.

Myr. Holman: They pay their tools with
(Government money; they always do.

Mr. PRICE: I am not prepared to go
to that extreme, because [ vecogunise I
shounld be transgressing the rules of the
House. But I do say there is something
rotten in an Administration which ean
be a party to such a palpable piece of
pulitical trickery as that to which T have
referred. If it was necessary—and 1 ad-
mit the necessity-—that 2 responsible wo-
man should be appointed, applications
should have been called for the position,
and the qualifcations of the candidates
shonld have been serutinised in ovder that
the Government, or the Minister respon-
sible for the appointment, wounld be able
to assure the House thiat he had done all
he could to secnre +%~ hest person avail-
able for so responsible a position, But
T cannot believe that the Minister respon-
sible has attempted anything more than
to place in the position a partisan of his
own politicat party. Now, I desire to
come at once to the main clause, if T may
so term it, in my indictment of the pre-
sent Ministry. Muoeh has been said rve-
garding maladministration by the Minis-
ter for T.ands. T recognise it is almost
impossible to differentiate between the
eharges or allegations againsi the Govern-
ment regarding immigration and the mal-
administration of the Lands Department;
but I do take very serious exceptions to
the statements made by the Premier in
the House only last evening. We then
found the Premier deliherately glozing
over the charges made against the Lands
Departrment, while the Minister against
whom these charges had been made sat
back. himself taking no part. nor has le
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taken any part up to the present, in his
own defence. We find the members for
Guildford and for Mt. Magnet making
charges of a most serions character against
that hon. member—and I sm reminded
that they brought proof; yes, in every
instanee proof was brought. Yet we find
the Minister prepared to remain absent
from the Chamber, and neglecting to
grasp the first opportunity of defending
himself against the charges.

My, Collier: He is an exhibitor at the
Northam show.

Mr. PRICE: Is the honour of the Min-
ister less to be- considered than his pre-
sence at au agricultural show? e thinks
more of inspecting cattle and sheep than
he does of his own bonour. (harges have
been made against hin which any man
with the spirit of a man would vise and
resent; yet the Minister remains absent.
1 must, however, compliment the Premier
on his adroitness in parrying on behalf
of his colleague the eharges laid against
him, and 1 readily admit that, aided by
the West Australian of to-day, he may
pussibly have induced superticial readers
to believe that he effectively answered the
charzes made by 1he leader of the Oppo-
sition; but no person who has followed
this debate can for one moment admit
that he has disposed of any one of the
charges. For this reason: first of all we
find the Premier objecting, or protesting
against the general charaeter of the
charges made by the leader of the Op-
position ; he protested against the general
character of them and expressed a wish
for detail, Then we find the Premier him-
self supplying the very detail which he
had demanded from the leader of the Op-
positien, Before proceeding to deal with
the Lands Department T desive briefly to
touch upon the question of immigration.
T have already stated it is almost impos-
sible to differentiate between the two qnes-
tions. However T am one of those who,
when Sir Newton Moore was in the old
conntry, read with a great deal of plea-
sure the reports of his efforts to secure
immigrants for this State; but I regret
to find that the veports in ronnection with
his actions in the old land are abont as
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relinble as ave ile reports of the debat:
now in progress, We were assured he
had dune all he possibly could to secure
the introduction into the State of the
propet sort of immigrant, yet we find
the Premier himself, a colleagie of Sir
Newton Moore’s and successor to that bon.
wentleman, getring np and declaring that
they could not be responsible fur all the
Immigrants who eome info the State. In
other words, he denied the claim made by
Sir Newton AMoore that only the proper
sorf of immigrants were being brought
inte the State, and he admitted that im-
migrants of all kinds and all sovis are in
reality being brought into the State. The
Premier’s remarks allow of no other read-
tng. We tind him practically admitting
that anything bat the proper sort of
immigrants are coming in, admitting that
they are not farm Inbourers; in fact, we
heard him last night speaking in the most
sneering tevins of certain immigrants who
have come into the State merely because
they did net at once meet the wishes of
Ministers in eonneciion with their settle-
ment in the State. Now, in cunnection
with this immigration matter, I desire to
refer to a question asked in the Chamber
by the member for Mount Maresrvet. He
asked if the attention of the Premier had
been drawn to certain advertisertents ap-
pearing in an English paper regarding
the need for farm labowrers and domestic
servants, and the Premier said that be
knew nothing of certnin advertisements.
For the informatton of the hon. gentleman
and other members of the Ministry, I
may say that T have a paper dated the
st July. Tt was the first copy T picked
up. I may say the advertisetsmis are
still appeaving and thev have :uppeared
For over six months in Llopd’s Weelily
News. The advertisement appeared in
the last copy of the paper which came to
hand in this State. T think the 9th Sep-
temher was the last copy available here.
This advertisement reads—

Farm hands, Western Australia, fare
£2, deposit £3 retwned on  arrival,
Wages 20s. to 30s. a week, living in.

T ask mc_:mbers on the Ministerial bench
whether it is in the interests-of the State
that sueh an advertisement as that should
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appear in any English journal? Lel us
turn to another—
Domesties, Western Aunstrnlia, fare

£2, returned on landing. Generals 153,

to 25s, per week; cooks 23s, to s, per

week, living in.

Where is it that they secure these sala-
ries? Where can they vet them? Surely
hon, members on the Government side of
the [Touse must be aware of ihe fuet that
immigranis coming into this Stute cannot
reeeive at any place the wages stated in
this advertisement. In other words, these
advertisemenis ave deliberately mislead-
ing; and if the Government or members of
the Ministry were desirous of protecting
would-le immigrants against this, then
they would immediately take steps to deny
the aceuracy of these advertisements. Tt
is still woing on and people are coming
out here—farm labourers—helieving that
immediately on arrival they get from £1
to 30s. a week. The member for Murray
knows that immigrants when they come
into this country are invariably exploited
by those who employ them. They are told
that they do not understand Auvstralian
ways, and are nol conversani with West
Australian ov eolonial (as it is usunally
termed) conditions.

Mr. George: Are you charging me?

Mr. PRICE: 1 am not charging the
member for Murray with anything at the
present moment; he need not be looking
for ¢harges.

Mr. George : 1 thought you
charging me, I wanted to know.

Mr. PRICE: The hon. member is aware
of the fact that the immigrant when he
ecomes into the State is invariably told
that he is not conversant with loeal condi-
tions,

Mr. George: T say emnphatically I do
not know. Tt has not come within wy ex-
pevienee. The only immigrant from the
old eountry T know is a servant employed
hy my wife, and she zets a pound a week
and her fucker.

Mr. PRICE: Immigrants are informed
that they are not conversant with eolomal
conditions, that they do not understand
the requirements liere in the Colonies, as
they are usually termed, and consequently
must serve what [ may term a proba-
tionary period, and that probationary

were



(12 Ocroser, 1910.]

extends to a very
lengthy termi.  Jnst  here let me
<challenge the acenraey of the figures
submitted to the House regarding the
number of vacancies open for immi-
grants or for employees in this State.
The fact is that men ave induced to take
employment throngh the Labour Bureaun
at a certain wage, or a cerfain alleged
wage, and when they gei to tbe place
where they are employved, when their first
pavment becomes due.. they find invan-
ably. in a very large number of cases,
that. instead of receiving the wages stated
when they left the bureaun, they are paid
at a mueh lower vate, with the result that
many of them inmediafely toss up their
Jobs—I ean bring instances of this—they
toss up their jobs and their employer im-
mediately sends along to the bhnrean for
other poor unfortunate victims. He is
<unly supplied with them and consequently
the number of situations awvailable is un-
Auly notified in the records of the depart-
ment. We are assured by that influential
journalistic apologist for the Government,
the West _lustralian, that little mistakes
are ioseparable from a vigorous progres-
sive policy. Little misiakes! A little
mistake is it to bring unfortunate immi-
grants into the State by deliberately mis-
leading means, by false representations,
by acbions whieh, if done in any other
walk of life, woubd bring men within the
strong grip of the law? Ave these little
mistakes? Ts it a litkle mistake to pub-
lish deliberately false information such as
Tas been published at the instanee of the
present Government? Ts it a Yitile mis-
take to know that immigranis have been
brought into the Stafe by the false repre-
sentations made in official publications on
behalf of this Government, and know they
have cowe here and have been practically
leti to starve? Only last night we heard
the Premier belitiling certain gentlemen—
they are gentlemen—who came and took
up land in the Mount Barker distriet, four
of them. young and energetie, and in
every way a desirable class of settler, men
wlo eame out here determined if possible
tn carve out 4 home for themselves in this
land of ours, believing sincerely that they
had to deal with gentlemen as honourable
as themselves and that every representa-

perind  usually
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tion made on behalt of the Government
would be absolutely reliable. These men
have been absointely misled, beeanse I
shall detail for the intormation of mem-
bers of the Chamber the facts relating
to Booth and pariy, who last bight
came in for suech an amount of ridienle
at the hands of the Premier. Booth
and party were induced to come to the
State and were told hefore they left
England that in no cirenmstances were
they to listen to any statements made by
the settlers or anv people in the State,
that they were to place themselves in the
hands of the rvepresentatives of the Gov-
ermment. They ecame out here, four of
them, well eonnected and all of them with
a little capital, men whom I may term in
an affluent position for new settlers, with
a few hunderd pounds so that thex were
able to do all what was possible to im-
prove their holdings: (hey came to Al-
bany and were taken in hand by Mr.
Ridley. who, despite plansible excuses
made for him by the Premier last night,
was allowed to represent himself as a re-
presentative of the present (Gtovernment,
to represent himself as a Government
officinl. The only excuse made by
the Premier now iJs that this gen-
tleman was a  contraet  surveyor.
Whether a econtract sarveyor or not,
it dres not alter the faet that these
would-be settlers were taken in hand by
him and taken some miles out of Monnt
Barker. T may say here that before leav-
ing England they were warned against oid
settlers and told that the old settlers had
no desire to see new settlers eome inko
their district and would do all they conld
to put them off. They were taken by
Mr. Ridley arnid placed on certain land and
assured that the land was good. that it
was first-elass land; and these unfortunate
settlers accepted Mr. Ridley’s statement
beeause their land was valued at 11s, per
acre. They had in their possession doen-
ments published by the Government stat-
ing that first-class land was available at
10s. per acre, and they naturally assumed
that if they paid ls. per acre more they
must be getting extra first-class land.

Mr. George: Were they practieal far-
mers?
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Mr. PRICE: If the hon. member will
wait a little while I will have a few prae-
tical farmers to give instances of. These
men were desirable settlers and, if nof
practical farmers, at all events had a very
fair knowledge of what was expecied of
them in connection with farming. These
settlers at ouce set to work and com-
menced to improve their holdings and
build up a home; they started fencing
and ¢learing, but before they reached that
stage one of the oldest settlers in the lo-
cality, and one of the most respected and
most reliable as to the quality of the land
in that loeality, happened to come upon
their camp and asked them what they
were doing. They told him they were there
to take up the land, in fact that they had
taken it np and intended to seftle there,
He told lbem to do what they eould to
get off the land as quickly as possible,
that they would never make = do of it if
they staved there till doomsday. and that
the land was absolutely worthless.  He
could not ton strongly advise them to get
away. After Mr. Mitehell left them
they said to each other “There. what did
ithe Government agent tell us; what did
they tell us in London aboul the oid sef-
tlers trying to indnce us not to take up
Iand?  Here they are doing it straight
away.” The representatives of the Gov-
ernment had been cutning enough 1+ fore-
stall the possihle condemnation of any par-
tienlar tand Dby the old settlers. and the
new chums-~T say the word with every
respeet. and not in any other sense—im-
mediately assumed that the advice given
them by M. Mitehell was eonfirmation of
lhe statement made to them befme {liey
left Lamdon and afterwards wher thev
landed here.

Mrx. George: Mr, Mitchell is a decent
mahn,

Mr., PRICE: I have already said that
Mr, Miichell is one of the most respeeted
and reliable settlers in the Maunt Barker
distriet,

Mr. George: I confirm that.

My, PRTCE: The word of M. Mitehell
and other settlers may and will he taken
by me at all events, as infinitcly more re-
liable thun the mere wave of (he hand
and the uncorroborated statement of the
Premier, The slatement of these old set-
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Ulers is thal the land, despite the faet that
the new settlers have already spent over
£400 on it is not worth 2s, 9d. per acre,
much less the 11s. whieh the Government
charged. The settlers worked on for a
certain peried, but when the winter came
—=and the member for Swan is fully
aware of these facts—these unfortunate
individuals tound they were in the middle
of a lake, and they were told that in the
summer they wonld find themselves in the
middle of a elay-pan which was absolutely
useless for auy purpese whatever. What
do we find! Why this: The report made
by the Snrveyor General is (hat moeh of
the land is only second class, mueh of it,
nut a little of it, but even he—and I know
he is lardly likely to go to extremes in
any matter whieh would sound condem-
natory of the Government, or any official
possible for hi nto say that a little of it,
was second class land. Tf it had been
possible for him to say that a little of it,
ouly a small portion of it, was second
elass, he would have said so, but he
said that much of it was second class, and
that it might be possible for a man to
make a living on it hy grazing, if it were
cleared and eertain improvements were
made upon it. The Premier, refer-
ring to this ease, atiempted to mis-

lead this House: I do net say that
he deliberatelv did so, for probahly
it was unwittingly, but he stated
that in the ease of Webster the

two Rliodes and Booth the Agvieultural
Bank had approved of certain advances
upon their holdings, The position was
this: over £400 had been spent by the
Rhodes Bros., Booth had spent a con-
silernble snm, and Walister had spent a
certain amouni. When they found they
needed a boat in ovder o gel round their
haldings, they decided to throw them up,
When it was know here in Perth that at
least two members of the party were ne-
wotinting for the purchase of other pro-
perties: fhat atl of them had pobliely an-
nounced their intention to throw uap the
lanl. and that at all events twn of them
liad definitely done so. then we found it
reported that the Awnienltural Bank would
lend money upon the land, The Aari-
enltural Bank said they wounld lend it;
but afrer the seftlers had left, and when
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they knew the woney would not be taken
up. [ will not say that in this case the
Agricultural Bank deliberately did that
whieh wounld help to relieve the Govern-
ment from condemnation in conneetion
wiflt these watters, but it is a peecnliav
circamstance that the approval for these
loans should have been given after the
men had abandoned their boldings. The
position is that these four men were
forced to lose several hundreds of pounds
and have sinee very naturally been con-
demning the Government or the State,
both here and through the medium of
Journals in the old coantry. We cannot
blame them for doing so.

Mr. Scaddan: They should go to the
orpaniser of the Liberal League.

Mr. PRICFE: The organiser is taking
a keen intervest in matters to-night, and
it 15 possible that we might find a second
apologist for the Government, in addition
tu the West Australian. It would ecex-
tainly be a remavkable cirenmstance if we
found the orgeniser of the National
League and the West! .lustralian once
more working in harmony.

AMe. George: Poverty finds strange hed
fellows.

Mr. PRTCE: For the hon, member for
Murrvay fo speak of poverty is rather
amuging. Let me pass on from the case
of the settlers at Mount Barker and come
to matiers neaver hotne. 1 desive to refer
to the Land Board, ov at any rate, to one
sitting of that hoard vecently held at
Geraldion. Some time ago certain land
was thrown open at Morowa near Min-
genew, Four different persons applied
for it; one is named Bowers, s married
man who had heen 14 years in the State;
another named Williams who had a wife
and eight children, and the third named
Murdock who was also married ; then there
was the son of Williams, They applied
for certain land on this estate. There
were also other applicants, Tt may be
mentioned that Williams senior and Mur-
dock are bhona fide farmers, men with
eonsiderable experience, Bowers has
bean 14 veaes in the State and is a plim-
ber by trade, Tu his application to the
board he stated that his brother-in-law,
Alse a married man with a family, was
eoming over from Vietoria to go on the
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tand, if it were manted. The founr appli-
entions were put in. The only other ap-
plications for the blocks were lodzed, one
by Mr. Hewson, another by Mrs. Hewson,
and the remainder by two brothers named
Tipping.

My, Collier: An apprupriate name.

Myr. PRICE.: 1 am tipping that they
bad a good thing on. These cases came
before the Tand Board at Geraldton and,
despite the fael that we have on the one
hand a man who has been 14 yvears here
and three others who are practieal farm-
ers, yet we tind that Hewson, an unsne-
cessful chemist and vestaurant keeper,
and Mrs. Hewson, the proprietress of a
novelty shop in Baird’s Arcade, and the
brothers Fipping are successful in secur-
ing the land at Gervaldton over the heads
of those I have referred to. Why is this?

My, Seaddan: Arve they on the land?

My, PRICE: We are all told that the
Land Board deals fairly, squarely. justly
an<l equitably hy every applicant who
woes hefore them., By what justice, by
what species of equity could they give
bloeks of land to an unsuccessful chemist
and the lady proprietress of a novelty
shop in preference to bona fide farmers.

M. Collier: A faseinating tady, per-
haps.

Mr. PRICYE : The member suggests thag
the lady may he Taseinating. T do not
know that she pual in an appearance; T
harvdly think she Jid.

Mr. Geovge: All ladies ave faseinating.

Mr. PRICE: The member for Murray
may be an authority, bnt personally my
heauty is not sneb as to attract. There
is an instanee where certainly the jnde-
ment of the Land Board was woefully
astray, and one which to my wind indi-
caies there may be influences at work in
seeuring land even throungh a land board
other than those which are rvecorded tn
the records of the Land Board sittings,
becanse T can hardly helieve that any
body of men could, uninfluenced by other
cirenmstances. allocate an area of land
to the keeper of a novelty shop in
prefereace to a bona fide farmer.
I desire to refer ‘briefly to maiters
in eonneckion with the Denmark estate. I
have hefore me certain statements which
in a very striking manner support tha
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statements made by me some time ago in
this Chamber on the aetion of the Min-
ister for Lands in conneetion with the
Denmark Estate in placing upon the
land sueh a ridienlously high price, which
bas proved detrimental not enly to the
district but also to the best interests of
this State. 1 find that as the resunlt
of the action of the Minister for
Lands, vr his responsible officers—and we
can only deal wiih the Minister tor ‘the
action of his officers, as he is ihe repre-
sentative of those oflicers; he is the re-
sponsible party to whom we must look
when matters arise of a condemnatory
character—the Agrienttural Bank through
their trustees absolutely refused to lend
money on the Denmark lots hecause
of the very high prices placed up-
on them by the Minister for Lands.
The member for Murray might make a
nofe of it. beecanse T am going to give
cases in point, 1 have here a letter from
one H. E. Wintle. or. rather. a copy of
a letter sent fo an hon. member on the
other side of this (hamber. and who, up
to the present, has neglected to answer it.
I nolice the member for Canning al once
arouses himself. Can il be he who has
heen muilty of forgetting to answer that
fetter? This is a copy of the latter ad-
dressed to the member for Canning by a
gentleman named Wintle, a constiluent
ot the hon. member, wherein he asks that
the hon. member might bring ceriain
matters under the notice of the Minister
for Lands.

My, Bolton: The member for Canning
threatened the Minister the other day if
the Government did not huild the South
Swan railway.

Mr. PRICE: Mr., Wintle, the writer
ot the letter. is a pensioner of the Indian
(tovernment. uvne of the elass of indi-
vidual= that a litile while ago the Govern-
ment were expressing a sincere desire (o
introduce to this State. Mr. Wintle, after
baving had certain farming experience in
New Zealand went to England for a trip.
and there came under the infiuence of the
representarive of the Government of this
State, and he decided to sell ont in New
Zealand and come to this Jand of promise
in the West. I may tell members thal
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Mr, Wintle’s experiences ave such that he
assures me that he will do nothing to-
wards inducing friends of his to come
here, and, perlaps, go through the same
experience,

Mr. Gordon: His family
pretty well here, anyhow,

Mr. PRICE: The hon. inemiber knows
hin?

Mr. Gordon: 1 know him,

M, Holman: And they arve esvrning less
wages than they got in the old country.

have done

My. Gordon: Perhaps,

My, PRICE: The position is that this
man eame fo this State believing upon
arrival (hat he could secore 160 acres of
land upon the payment of £4 10s. How-
ever. we find him writing to the member
for Cavning in the following terms, and
T may liere interpolate that he had had a
conversation with the member for (‘an-
ning. Mr. Wintle writes-—

Ag promised you on Saturday lust I
anr writing to you in reference to the
advance from the Agriealtnral Bank
for my two sons and mysell with re-
gard to blocks 383, 386, and B87.
granted 1o us on the 15th July last,
[ hope you will kindly speak ito Mr.
Paterson. the managing trustee of (he
Agricultural Bank. Mr. Mitehell. the
Minister for Lands, under whose special
adviece 1 selected the above blocks, after
having failed to seleet other lands tor
other purposes, and spending a whole
yvear and moeh money in going abont
the ecuntry in search of suitable land.
in his letter dated 131h July last to me
said, 1 hope that the institntion, the
Agricullural Bank, will be able to do
something for you in the matter of your
Drenmark blocks.” Later on at an in-
terview Mr. Mitehell {old me that he
would speak to Mr. Paterson for me.

The Minister said to Mr. Wintle thal he
wounld speak to the managing trustee of
the Agrieultural Bank, and the Minisier
wets up in this House repeatedly and as-
sures mentbers that he does not use his
influence in such directions. Yet we have
him telling a settler that he will nse his
influenee.  Which is it; is he misleading
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this House or is he misleading the set-
tler?

Mr. Bolton: Both at times.

Mr. George: What influence do you
think be would have with My, Paterson?

Mr. PRICE: It is not for me to say
what influence he wonld have with the
managing trustee of the bank. The ques-
tion is, whether he would use his influence
as promised to this settler. It is not a
«mestion of what inflnence he wounld have:
the question is would he attempt to use
his influence. would he prostitute his
Ministerial position in an attempt to in-
fluence a subordinate officer of his de-

partment. He promised this settler that
he would do that. The letter goes on to
say—

On another oceasion, while at the
hank, he told the chief inspector that
there was mueh to he done on these
blocks.

Mr. Gordon: Now fnish the leiter in
fairness to me,

Mr. PRICE: The hon., member ecan
finish it. Let him inform Mr. Wintle
that he has received the letter; if he will
not do that through the post he can do so
on the floor of the House.

Mr. Gordon: Finish the letter.

Mr. PRICE: The hon. member c¢an
finish it. I have no objection to reading
the whole of the letter, but I have no de-
sire to take up the time of the House.

Mr. Gordon: By way of explanation.
Mr, Speaker, I would like to say before
the hon. member gets off this snbject——

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member had
better wait until the member for Albany
has finished his speech.

Mr. Gordon: I wanted to take exeep-
tion te his statement that I have not taken
action, I want to say that T have taken
action and the letier was forwarded on
next day to the department and then on
to Mr. Paterson,

Mr. PRICE: I had gzot to the stage in
this letter where the Minister had pro-
mised to speak to the managing trustee
of the Agricultural Bank on behalf of this
settler. In other words, the Minister pro-
mised to use his Ministerial position to
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attempt to influence the managing trustee
of the bank. The lefter goes on—

To date I have not been able to obh-
tain any satisfaction from Mr. Pater-
son, but be fold me to put in my appli-
cation. T went to the office, the apphi-
cation was made ount by wme, and the
genfleman ai the connter, Mr. McLarty,
the sub-manager, informed me that it
was useless as no advance would be
eranted as there was mo marvgin left,
and that the improvements already made
were very heavily charged, but that if
the Minister reduced the price, etcetera
{that is the statement of Mr. McLarty,
the sub-manager), perbaps the bank
would make a small advance.

Perhaps the bank would do it if * the
Minister would reduce the price upon the
land! The letter goes on to say that JMr.
Wintle endeavoured to see Mr, Patersnn,
but he failed to do so.

Mr. Gordon: Read the little compliment
he paid me at the end for past services.

My, PRICE: The compliment he paid
to the hon member is as follows: “Thank-
ing yon in anticipation.” TUnfulfilled an-
ticipations. Now we find this man, Mr.
Wintle, the owner of blocks 333, 386,
and 387, blocks which were taken up at
prices of from £15 15s. to £20 10s. per
acre——

Mr. George: At Denmark?

Mr. PRICE: Yes, at Denmark. These
three blocks were charged by the Govern-
ment from £15 13s, to £20 10s. per acre,
and yet npon these blocks this man counld
secure ho advance. Why? Here I have
what is a reliable doenment which
shows in the most lurid manner the abso-
lute wanten waste which has taken place
in connection with the Denmark lands.
The total areas of the ihree holdings T
have referred to is 181%4 acres; of that
area 36.53, or speaking in round fgures,
36%% acres, are allegedly cleaved for the
plough. As a matter of fact many of the
stumps are still in the ground: 36 acres
are eleared and ecertain ringbarking and
sernb eutting has been done, and althoungh
the Minister for Lands has assured this
House repeatedly that it only costs £7
to £8 per acre to clear the land, we find
that the total expenditure by the Govern-



022

ment on these three blocks, which have
beent allegedly cleared to the extent of
36% acres, has been £1,681. or over £40
per acve.

Mr. Jaeoby: Who is your uuthority?

Mr. PRICE: I ehallenge the Minister
to deny the aceuracy of my figures. Never
mind my aonthority. If the figures are
wrotig let {he Minister deny them if he
daves.

Mr. Bolton: There is a eonspiracy ot
silence.

Mr. PRICE: Hon. members may ask
the Minister if he dares to deny the acen-
vacy of the figures, that the total expendi-
ture hy the Government upon hlocks 3835,
3806 and 387 is set down as £1.651 and
only .36 acres liave been cleared.

Mr. Jacoby: Who set the figures down?

Mr. PRICE: Let the hon. member ask
the Minister whether these fignres are
correct and see whether the Minister will
attempt to deny them. A sum of £919
has been spent on elearing 36 acres of
land, and the Minister repeatedly gets
up and assures members that he can clear
land for from £7 to £8 per acre, and we
are told that is the outside price. The
Minister gnite recently made the slate-
ment that he could clear any land with
the up-to-date appliances and engine
whieh he possesses for this amount.

Mr. George: I will give him a job down
my way. I say he cannot do it

Mr. PRICE: Let me now refer to
another bloek on the same area, No, 493.
There we find no improvements have been
made. The owner of that block applies
to the Agrieultural Bank for an advance,
and we find that they are prepared to
advance £4 an acre for clearing one lot
of eight acres and £10 for clearing another
lot of seven aecres. It works out, prasti-
cally, at an average of £7 per aecre in
ronnd figures for clearing 15 acres, or
practieally, £105. If a private settler
applies to the bank to clear 15 acres he
gets £102, vet when the Government clear
36 acres it costs them £1,600 odd pounds
to do it. Now, I think it must be ad-
miited there is something— —

Mr. Bath: Rotten in the state of Dea-
mark.

Mr. Holman : In the Denmark estate.
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Mr. PRICE: There is no doubt about
that. But let me at this stage refer to a
matter which comes practiealiy within the
knowledge, practically under the personal
supervision of the Minister for Lands, a
matter for which the Minister himself is
solely  vesponsible. It has been the
practice of the representative of the Assn-
ciated Banks to secure from the Lands
Department, free of all cost, information.
regarding the hoprovement of econditiona!
purchase holdings; in other words, the
wformation of the Lands Department is
made available to profit-seeking concerns
in ihe shape of the Assoeinted Banks. In-
formation whieh the private eitizen eannot
secure is given freely, or has been given
freely to the Associated Banks, and the
Minister, evidently feeling some slight
qualms of conscience in vegard to thus
allowing purely speculative institutions to
use the department for their own private
fain, issued an edict that arrangements
should be made for the banks to pay for
the information, information which is se-
cured by the departwent through its in-
spectors at a cost of many hundreds of
pounds per aonum to the State. The
Minister issued the edict, and to carry .
it into effect certain struetural alterations
were necessary in connection with the
oflices. A start was made, but almost be-
fore the cavpenters got to work, before
the sonnd of their hammers had had time
to reverberate through the corridors of the
Lands building, the Minister withdrew his
ediet on being waited upon by a deputa-
tion representing the banks; and to-day
the banks are allowed to receive free in-
formation fo be used by themselves for
their own private gain, and eertainly not
for anyoue else’s,. Why? Is the Minister
for Lands ocenpying his position as Min-
ister of the Crown to protect the interests
of the people of the State and do that
which is best for them, or is he there as
the minion, as the ecatspaw of the finanecial
institntions? Which is it? Why is it the
finaneial institutions are allowed the free
run of information in the Lands Depart-
ment, information which a private cilizen
conld not secnre?

Mr. Collier: Why is the Press allowed
information when we cannot get it?
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Mr. PRICE: While dealing with mai-
ters of what might be termed a purely
persenal charvaeter in conneetion with the
Minister I would like to state one definite
case, in which one Campbell, an officer
in the Colonial Seeretary’s Department,
made application for land in the Beverley
district and paid a deposit of £1 with his
application. That applieation was illegal,
and yet it was done to prevent a hona fide
settler from getting the land. But I de-
sire here to bring forward a direct charge
against some officer in the Lands Depart-
ment, the faets of which are known to
the Minister, and to challenge the Minis-
ter 0 prove to the House that he ade-
quately dealt with the officer in guestion.
The facts of the case are these: Some
time ago a man named Hanvin was in-
formed by Messrs. Stacy and Williams
that two blocks of 700 acres each were
available for selection in the Baandee dis-
trict. Immediately Mr. Hanvin went over
to the Lands Department, and there he
found the blocks marked on the plan as
being not available, as having been already
applied for. He went back to Messrs,
Staey and Williams and told them the
blocks had been applied for. They told
him “Nonsense, pay us and we will get
them for. you.” Being not exactly a fool
he went back and saw the Minister, and
inquirtes were made which disclosed (he
fact that these blocks had not been ap-
plied for, and that the marking bhad been
done by an officer in the Department,

Mr. Bolton: That is pretty definite.

Mr. PRICE: And eveniually one of

the blocks was secured, although that man,,

on going to the publie counter in the
Lands Department, had been informed
that the blocks were already applied for.

Mr, Troy: By a Lands officer?

Mr. PRICE: By an officer in the de-
partment. What action did the Minister
take—did be ignominiously bump ont of
the service the officer responsible for that
action? It would be interesting to know,
and I lrust that the Minister will give t»
the House some satisfactory explanation
in regurd to this matter. Can it be that
theve are officers in the Lands Departmeai
uging their positiens to help forward ont-
side land agency firms? Because the cir-
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cumstances of chis case certainly lend
colour to that snggestion. If Messrs.
Stacy and Williams knew that certain
land was available, how did they know it
when the plan on the publie counter of
the department showed that the land had
been applied for?

Mr. Holman: Perhaps the question
asked to-day throws some light on it—
“He paid a ecertain offieial £50 in cach,
and that did the trick.”

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.)

Mr. PRICE: 1t is a matter that should
be investipated, and it should demand
some reply by the Minister for Lands.
Now, I come to a case which is certainly
of supreme bmportance in this indietment
of the Lands Department, a case which,
last night, the Premier, tossing lis aim,
brushed aside, and said to the House that

. the member for Albany had expressed

himself as gnite satisfied in eonnection
therewiik. I did express to the Minister
my satisfaetion that he had not been gumlty
of any dishonourable action in the mat-
ter; because I had received a letter charg-
ing the Minister with certain dishonour-
able actions. I went to the Minister,
showed him the charge, and asked him
whether there was any truth whatever in
it. He satisfied me that so far as the
charge then made was concerned there
was certainly no foundation for it. But,
Mr. Taylor, since thenm very much more
information has come into my possession,
mformation which demands that the
Minister himself, on the floor of the
House, should give some reasonable ex-
planation, not such as was given by the
Premier last night. First of all let e
state that a man named Dunkley was
granted Bloek 73 on the Stirling estate,
when, as a matter of faet, the block had
for years been in the possession of a Mrs,
Lang. For years Mrs. Lang had held
Block 73. Yet we find the depariment
granting it to Dunkley; and so disgrace-
ful is the eonduet of affairs in the Lands
Department that not until investigations
were made by a temporary clerk in that
department was it discovered that there
were two claimants for Bloek 73. Only
a little while ago the Minister for Lands
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said in the Chamber thal o profit was
heing shown on the operations of ihe
Government in regard to  repurchased
estates. Where did he secure that in-
formation? How did he know that
proht was being shown? As a matter of
faet L challenge ihe Minister to prove tn
the TLouse that he had any reliable data
for (he statement that there was a profit
being shown on  repurchased estates.
Morveover, T make the definite statement
thal only within the last len days has any
attempt been made to show whether or not
a profit had been made on the Stirling
esiate.  Again, 1. here, will a Tull realisa-
lion of my responsibility in the matter.
sinte emphatically that the bataneing of
the Lands Department’s books in connee-
lion with repurchiased estates was never
properly earvied out until recently, whea
it was done by a then temporary employee
in the department.
sures the House that——

Me. Heitmann: Bvervthing in the gar-
den is lovely.

Mr. PRICE: Everything in the garden
is lovely, and that we are showing a
prefit in eonneetion with our operations
on repurchased estates.  When it was
diseavered that Mr, G. A. Dunkley and
Mrs. Lang were both claiming to hold
block 73 on the Sturling Estate, the dis-
covery heing made ai the time when an
effort was being made Lo halanee up the
hooks of the department in econnection
with this estate—I may point ounf that the
approval was given in 1909 to M.
Dunkley—the department found itself in
a quandary as to how to get out of the
diffienlty in whieh it found itself. We
find the department throwing open cer-
tain blocks, lots 208 and 209, The Pre-
mier admitted Jast night that these blocks
were thrown open so that Mr. Dunkley
would have an opportunity of securing
some recompense for his elaim against the
department in connection with hloek 73;
but the department made the mistake.
when throwing open blocks 208 and 209,
of zazetting certain ennditions, these eon-
ditions being that the only applicamts
who would be ennsidered for blocks 208
and 208 were those persons already hold-
inz land on the Stirline TFstate. Now.

Yet the Minister as-
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what do we lind the Premier doing in
connection with this? Deliberately telling
the House that althongh . A, Dunkley
held no land on the estate, his father did,
and thai because of that fact the granting
of a bloek 1o G. A, Dunkley was a matier
of vo importance. A matlier of no im-
purtance to gazetle eertain conditions and
for Miese conditions to be ignored and a
block to be illezally granted to a certain
person!  The setllers on the Stirling Es-
tale were not prepared to tamely submit
to this kind of treatmeut on the part of
the Government, and we find Messrs.
Krygrer and  Spalding, two bona fide
vwners of land, writing in profest to the
depariment. They received but little sat-
isfaction.  Mr. Dunklev had the block;
and, as [ intimated earvlier in the even-
ing, the Minister for Lands bhas a decided
inelination to tell people he will treat
with contempt anything ‘they say or
de, and in this case he decided to treai if
with a eertain amount of contempt, with
the result that Messrs. Krvgger and
Spalding, who were applican{s for blocks
208 and 209, legitimate applicants, wrofe
to the TWest .lustralian and thal other
publication whielh slavishly supports the
Government, the Sunduy Times, drawing
attention to the illegal aetion of the Gov-
ernment in econnection with the matter.
The next thing we find is the West
Australiun took no natice of their letier;
put it on one side. Thev are not
going to poblish anything which is
likely to bring the present Government
into contempt, partienlarly a clear
case of an illegal action on the part
of a member of the Ministry. By
the way, we were told by the Premier
tast night that the granting of the block
to G. A. Duonkley has not yet been ap-
poved, but we find the representative of
the Sunday Times taking a very keen in-
terest in the matter. Only on Thursday
night lasl. when the leader of the Qpposi-
fion was speaking on tlis motion, we
heard the Minister for Lands absolutely
deuving that any ontside influence had
been brought to bear upon him in connec-
tion with this Dunklev matter on the
Stirling Estate, yet T have with me not 2
copyr but the original letter sent by a re-
presentative of the Sunday Times to Mr.
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Krygger, one of the protestants in eonnec-
tion with these proceedings, which letter
T shall read to the House, and which will
prove how much reliance ean be placed on
the Minister's word when he denies that
outside influence was brought to Dear
upon him. This letter is dated the 19th
September. It is interesting to note the
date. Ti savs—

We have inguirved into your ecom-
plaints and have seen the office files . . .

Mr. Heitmann: Seen the office files?
That is good.

Mr. PRICE: Yes, it says—

Have seen the ulfice files and find the
position is somewhai about as fol-

lows:—Mr. Dunkley applied some time
ago for block 207.

I may say bhat should be block 73, be-
eanse 207 does not appear in the matter
at all.  The letter proceeds—

Mr. Dunkley applied some time ago
for bloek 207 (73). In ignorance of
the faet that it had been granted to
someone else @& temporary clerk dealt
with Myr. Dunkley’s application and
issned a notice of approval. Tt was
soon afterwards discovered that the de-
pavtment had issued an approval in
respect to a bleck of land held by some-
one else. When it was discovered, Mr.
Dunkley was asked to return his ap-
proval notice. He did so on the con-
dition that he should be entitled to take
possession of blocks 208 and 209, The
question is. “Was the department bound
to carry' out this undertaking with
Dunkley in deflance of a Gazette no-
tice stipulating that oulv residents on
the estate shonld be entitled to apply
for the blocks vou refer ta?’ On the
law——

It is a remarkable letter from a news-
paper man. Tt proceeds—

On the law the department was bound
by its underiaking. The department
has not formaily approved of the land
hoard’s decision in favour of Dunkley
but may do se as it has no alternative
“in the matter. But for this undertak-
ing Dunkley would not have been per-
mitted to apply.

I want hon. members to follow this letter.
It goes on—
We have seen the department on several
oceasions and have finally reached an
arrangement which sbould suit  both
vourself and Mr. Spalding. We send
vou under separate covers a map of the
Stirling Estate showing the boundaries
of the sections. We sugwest, with the
approval of the department
They are suggesting with the approval of -
the depaniment. The letter goes on—
We suggest, wilth the approval of the
department, that you and Mr. Spalding
ghould write a formal letter of appli-
cation directed to the Under Secrefary
for Lands asking for the area you re-
quire to be eat out of the forestry re-
serve.  We suggest you should seleet
some of the land shown in biue peneil
either at the back of your present held-
ings or alongside the block granted at
the extreme southern end of the division
and adjoining 210. Write your appli-
cations as above and sewd them along
to this office at your convenience. We
will ‘present the applications to the de-
parliment and see the matter throngh
for vou.

As hon, members can see, these words are
underlined on the letter, that they are to
send their applieations along to the Sun-
day Times office and they will see them
throngh.  The letter is signed—“Yours
sincerely, for the Sunday Times”  Al-
though this letter is in existence, althongl
we have diere the representative of a
paper writing to indignant seftlers as-
suring them that he has seen the files
in the department and has made eertain
arrangements with the department, in
other words, with the Minister, we hear
the Minister deliberately rise in the Cham-
ber and deny that any outside influence
has been brought to bear upon him. What
are we to believe after that? T have not
vet finished. That letter is dated the 19th
September. In the issue of the Sunday
Times on the 25th September, a week fol-
lowing that letter, we find a full-page
advertisement from the Lands Depart-
ment,

Mr. Heitmann:
ruption!

And there is no cor-
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Mkr. Seaddan: Perhaps the Premier will
give an inguiry now.

My, PRICE: There is a full-page ad-
vertisement the week following the send-
ing of the letter by the Sunday Times
stating that they have taken certain action
in eonnection with the Lands Department.

Mr. George: YWhat would be the cost
of a full-page advertisement?

Mr. PRICE: The hon. member may be
able to diseover it; I am not in the con-
fidence of the Ministers,

Mr. Heitmann: It is a rotten, dirty
piece of corruption; the Government can-
not get out of it.

Mr. PRICE: Here is the full-page ad-
vertisement for members to see. When
was there previously a full-page adver-
tisement from the Lands Department in
that or any other paper? When the
Lands Department are eryving out that
they cannot find snrveyors to make avail-
able land for settlers, we find this paper
given a full-page advertisement on the
Sunday following the writing of a letter
such as the one I have read to the House
this evening.

Mr. George: Was that put in any other
paper?

Mr. PRICE: No. These are facts
sufficient to speak for themselves. Does
the Minister require anything further?
If there is no conneetion between that
full-page advertisement and the inquiries
made by the newspaper on behalf of these
indignant settlers, and the statement of
the Minister in the House that no outside
influence has been brought to bear on the
matter, then I say we have arrived at a
time when eoincidences are so remarkable
that no man can tell what may arise.

Mr, Heitmann : He should be impeached
at once.

Mr. PRICE: They are remarkable
coincidences, 1 do not intend to deal
further with this department; I leave it,
and if in face of what I have stated
members on the Government side are still
prepared blindly to follow a Minister
such as he who holds the office of Minister
for Lands, then I say there ean be no
Ministry formed which members on that
side would not be prerared to follow, T
care not what glossing over or excnses
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there may be, T have stated certain facts.
It cannot be denied that the Minister
made a statement {o this House which
was absolutely misleading.

Mr. Bath: It was something worse than
that.

Mr. PRICE: If I were allowed, I
would say other words, but I am not
allowed. 1 pass over the faet that the
same week this paper is inquiring into
the matter they receive a full page adver
tisement. I ean do without that, however,
and deal only with the Minister’s mislead-
ing information given to this House. If
hon. members ean be found to apologise
for that kind of thing, they will apolo-
gise for anything, 1If this state of things
is allowed to continue members of this
House who ask for information can never
believe the information given. This sort
of thing should not be tolerated without
protest, and such a protest as will send
Ministers {o the country and allow the
people to decide whether the departments
of this State are to be run by responsible
Ministers, or by copy-seeking pressmen.

Mr. George: It sounds like boodle-seek-
ing.

Mr. PRICE: I did not suggest that they
were seeking boodle.

Mr. George: Nor did I. Why not stick
to your zuns; that is your suggestion.

Mr. PRICE: I now leave the matters
I have brought forward in the hands of
members to deal with. If members can
apologise for the Minister, if they can
give to the House, and to the people, a
satisfactory explanation, there can be no
charge levied against a Minister which he
will not be able to explain. I can conceive
nothing worse than for a Minister de-
liberately to mislead members and allow
people to be influenced by irresponsible
persons outside Parliament and outside
the members of his own Ministry. I sin-
cerely hope that when the vote is taken
upon this matter we shall find a sufficient
number voting in favour of the motion to
force members of the Ministry to resign
their present position and appeal to the
country and so let the people express their
opinion upon the administration of the
departments which they have in their
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charge. I have done all I can to bring
faets before this House to prove that at
all events one Minister is certainly noi
fitted longer to hold the position le now
oceupies in conneelion with the adminis-
tration of the affairs of this State. I
trust that as the result of the indietment

against the present Government, the
people in ‘this State will have an
opportunify of passing their opinion

on this matier, and if the people
are given that opportunity then. despite
the Press apologisis for the present Gov-
erpment, I am sure the day will not be
long in coming when we shall have changes
in the oceupants of the Treasury bench,
and when we shall have men in power
who at all events will give to this Honse
reliable, honest information, and the pub-
e will know that when a question is ans-
wered the answer is one that inay be looked
upon as reliable.

Mr. Holman: Now, let us hear from the
Attorney General.

Mzr. Bath: Let the Minister speak for
himself. A wan who will sit down nnder
the charges made against him will do any-

thing.

Mr. Heitmann: He should he im-
peached.

Mr. Bath: Yes; either before this

Chamber or a Judge.

Mr. Heitmann: It is absolute corrup-
tHion from start to finish.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Heitmann: Corruption; yes, no-
thing more.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Heittoann : I say it is corruption.

Mr. Georme: Let the man defend him-
self: lie is not here to-night.

My, Bath: Well. then., move the ad-
jourament of the debate.

Mr. Heitmann: Tt is a ease of carrup-
tion. and he ghonld be impeached.

Myr. Bath: A Ainister who will escape
replyving to these charges shonld be im-
peached.

[The Speaker reswmed the Chair.]

Mr. BATH moved—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—
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Ayes 20
Noes 23
Majority against 3
AYES,
Mr. Apgwin I Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bolton Mr. Price
Mr. Collier Mr. Beaddan
Mr. GIN My, Taylov
Mr. Gourley Mtr. Troy
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Ware
Mr. Horan Mr. Underwsad
Mr. Johnson (Pelier),
Mr. Keenan
Noks,
Mr. Brown | Mr. Jncoby
Mr. Butcher I Mr. Layman
Mr. Carson 1‘ Mr. Male
Mr, Cowcher Mr. Monger
ATr. Daglish } Mr. ©. F. Moare
Mr. Davies - . Mr. Murphy
Mr. Draper ‘' Mr. Nanson
Mr. Foulkes - Mr. Osberp
Mr. George Mr. Pjeste
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick | Mz Gorden
Mr. Harper ! (Teiler),
Motion thus negatived.
Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): I have

seen some extraordinary actions taken by
members of the present Government, but
this is the first occasion upon whieh I
have seen a responsible Minister, who
has been impeached, not only hy the
member for Albany, but by other hon.
members in this House, who has had his
Administration raked from beginning to
end, who has had faets and coneclusive
facts. bronght agnainst him to show not
ouly that he has heen acting illegally,
but that he has acted illegally with the
view to vindietively dealing with men
whe dared in eritirise his Administration.
and whao is not prepared to defend him-
self, not only against the charces made
here to-night bot against the eharees
made previously agninst him and whon,
instead of being in his place in this Honse
to stand np and defend his personal hon-
our, and defend hix manliness, =sneaks
away {0 Northam in order to attend an
agvienlfnral show. A amotion of no-con-
fidence has heen' moved in this Heure.
and T =ax emphatienllv that that motien
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should be earvied by a substantial ma-
jority for the simple reason, that we
have noi to gu Lo members of the Opposi-
tion, but to members of the Ministerial
party in order to find lack of confidence
in the Gevernmeni confirmed. The Pre-
mier in his speech deprecated the fact
that hon. members on this side of the
House had delved in aneient history in
order to bring charges against fhe pre-
sent Government. I could quite under-
stand the strength of that argument ¥
these charges were against the capacily
of the Premier. hecause, after all. whethes
the ecapacity of the Premier may havs
been doubted five or ten vears ago, dif-
ferent circumstances nay. perhaps, laler
hring his ability to the front and prove
that that lack of confidence was not justi-
fied. T quite understand theve would be
soundness in that argument if the lack of
confidence was with regard to the eonser-
vatism of the Premier. hecanse, after alf,
even a conservative can change and can
embrace liberal opinions, but if the
oharges were bronght against the integrity
and the honesty, and the honour of a
Premier, if they were sound 10 years ago,
if they were sound five years ago, thew
are sound to-day and will be sound 10
vears hence: and this vole shouald be car-
ried because hon, members on the other
side of the House. supporters of ihe
Premier have impeached the Premier, not
becanse of lack of confidence in s
ability. not becanse of lack of confidence
in his liberal opinions. bnt beeanse of
lack of confidence in his hononr and his
inteeriiv. (‘harges have eome from meni-
bers on this side of the House. T havu
beard no hon. member on this side utter
sentiments with regard to the Premier
whieh have been uttered by his ¢cwn sup-
porters and men who are sitting behind
him this evening, His own colleague, the
Minister for Mines, in 1901. when the
hon, gentleman joined the Morgans’ Gov-
ernmeni, toured the eountry trying to
defeat his colleagues and at that time de-
clared that the then Premier, Mr. Mm-
gans. was a prinee of boedlers, and that
the present Premier was a bondler and
a bounder. and thal the Government gen-
erally were a gang of boodlers. Those
were the charges which were urged
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against the present Premier by his pre-
sent colleague, the Minister for Mines.

The Premier: JAve you prepared (o
prove them?

Opposition members: Yes.

My, BATH : To show that that was not
a passing phase of opinion on the part
of the Minister for Mines we [ind ihat
in 1906 Mr. Rason was transferred to the
Apgent General’s office, and that the pre-
sent Jinister for Mines and others of his
colleagues pursned a eourse which under
almost any civeumsiances one might men-
tion, would be absolutely and unpardon-
ably an aet of gross treachery, becaunse
they conspived against those with whom
they had been associated in the same Cab-
net, and we know al that time the hon.
gentleman, who 18 now Minister for Lands
and who is deploring the formation of
third parties, was prepared to form a
third party becanse he deelared he bad
no confidence in the present Premier. And
it eould not have been lack of confidence
in his ability or his opinions, beeause
a tribute had been paid to him and
always had been paid to the Premier’s
ability ; therefore, it must have been lack
of confidence in his integrity. The mewn-
ber for Perth, a presceut sunporter of the
Governmeni, said that the presemnt [Pre-
mier could onlv have been sent for by a
process of log-rolling. The member for
Ulavemont  supported the same words
which were quoted the other evaning bv
the leader of the Oysposition.

Mr. Foulkes: On a point of order. I
am suve {he hon. 1member is nisrepre-
senting me, What 1 said was that the
memher for Sussex was unable Lo lead a
party, and, therefore. I would not sup-
port him. The memrber for Brown Hiil
attributes to me the same remarcks which
were ennuciated by the member for Perth,
which were that there must have heen a
process of log-rolling.,

Mr. BRATH: T said that the member for
Perih declared there was a proeess of
log-rolling, The member for Claremont
is not the member for Perth.

Mr. Foulkes: The member for Brown
Hill said that [ used the same language.

Ar. BATH: The hon. member ex-
pressed the same opinion. I want f{o
poini onf the difference in the statements
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made by the member for Claremnt then
and now. The member for C'arensont
said that he could not support the pre-
sept Premier-——

Mr. Foulkes: Beeause he was not able
to lead a party. Read the whoe of my
statement.

Mr. BATH: At any rate the member
for Claremnt said t!rat he vould not sup-
port the hon, gentleman as Prenier. We
have had the member for Gera‘dton and
some other hon. men:bers whom [ caunot
remember at the preszent lime all repeat-
ing the same opinion, and it has been the
expression of this opinion by members
of this Parliament, who sit on ihe sanie
side as the Goverminent, whici: has in-
spired them with a feeling of distrust.
Whether that feeling is justified or not
members on this side of the Tlouse are not
called upon to say, but there cerininly has
heen inspired a feeling of distrnst in the
integrity of the Premier; ard I huve heard
that repealedly stated in public by sup-
porters of the preseni Adninislrativa, by
members of the Ministerial party. Under
thoge circnmstances liow is it possible, 1
ask, that any Parliament which has any re-
ward for a high standard of political life,
can continue or can allow this Covern-
ment to continue without Laking the first
opportunity of moving a motivn of this
kind, and giving the opportunily to those
wentlemen, either to show that their party
is above political honour or else, at least,
to vindieaie their political lives. 1 want
to go further and say that the morning
journal, which at the present time is sup-
porting the present Premier, when these
statements were being made by the pre-
sept’ wembers of the Ministerial party,
took up exactly the same attitude with re-
ward to the Premier. I want to know what
mbtives could have been in the rminds
nf the eonduetors of the West Austre-
lian when they put forward this aspect of
affairs, that a member of the then Gov-
ernmenf, whose ability they have never
qestioned, and whose opinions they eould
not - possibly question, because he was-a
member of the Governmeni they were sup-
porting, was unable to take on the Prem-
jership of the State, and that the only
sentlemen on that side of the House he
«could poscibly bring inte any Govern-
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ment be might lead, were those at whom
the whole of the world, or, at any rate,
that part of the world we have in West-
ern Ausfralia laughed; when they made
a jest of the fact that ke had been asked
by hic Fxcelleney the Governor to form a
Cabinet; and they bracketed him with all
the impossibles who were in the Hoause.
They would never have attempted to treat
any other member of the Cabinet in that
way with regard either to his ability or
his opinions, and, undoubtedly, it was
because of the general distrust felt by the
Premier’s own sapporters that the Press
took up that attitude, Yet to-day we
find these same gentlemen, these same
members of IParliament, who then de-
clared that the hon. gentleman was unfit
to take the Premiership, and this same
newspaper which endorsed their opinions
because of the exigencies of political or
party affairs, are prepared to ask thé
Siate to accept this gentleman as Pre-
mier.

The Premier: You are making cowardly
and dirty insinuations,

Mr. BATH: It is not an insinuation;
it is a straightout statement. .

Mr. Troy: On a point of order. " I
ask that the Premier be called upon 'to
withdraw that statement,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister must
withdraw,

The Premier: In obedience to your rul-
ing I withdraw the statement. However,
the lion. member is attacking my intep
rity. . H

Mr. BATH: I am not attacking'the
hon. member’s integrity. 1In all the party
battles we have had in the House we have
never snil one-hnndredth part against the
Premier of what has been said of him by
his own eollieagues, '

The Premier: Why should you sav if
to-night? o

Mr. BATH : Because, in the interests of
straightfordward public life in the State
those gentleren ought to be asked to vin-
dieate their principles at the present time.
If the supporters of the Premier are pre-
pared to foist him on the public how can
we submit to sitting idly here and allow-
ing the thing to pass? I want to point
out that this feeling amongst the Pre-
mier’s own gupporters in my opinion hag
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been largely responsible for many of
thess matters to which attention has been
called by those who have spoken fo-night
ahid’who spoke last night. If at the very
fountain' we are guing to have this be-
bakemenl of public life we can only ex-
peet thitc those things to which attention
hag:beeu called and, what is more, which
have been proved up to the hilt—we can
only expect that they will be calmly ae-
cepted by members of the present Cabinet.
The Premier talked to us last night of
ebnsistency, and, following on this, recited
a lst of the great men who have changed
their opinions and, I suppose, bracketed
himnself with them. And he put that list
forward as a justification for any change
in opiniens on the part of himself and
colleagnes. Well, T have never held that
if one changea his views then, in order fo
be regarded as consistent, he should re-
main in error and refuse to acknowledge
his altered opinions. 1 believe with Emer-
sqn that a- foolish censistency is the hob-
goblin of little minds. But, after all, we
have tn judge each case npon its merits.
I;have koown many cases in the history
of, polities in the old country and in Awus-
tralia where ehanges of opinion have car-
ried sinperity on the face of them, because
it has meant that 2 man sltepped, perbaps,
from popularity and from a position of
mfluenee, carrying emoluments, into a
position where, on the other hand, he has
met with the taunts of the.great bulk of
the people. Such a man has made that
change because he has honestly changed
his opinion. But I want to point ont to-
nighl, in respect to the Premier and his
eofleagues that every change made in their
vpinions has been coincident with material
advantage so far as their positions weve
coiiberned. Let me take the Premier him-
-sélf -He was a supporter of the Leake
Adibinistration; he voted with the:Leake
party at the time the Hon. F. H. Piesse
Iadtiehed his vote of no-confidence against
thli't Government, yet when Mr. Morgans
was &ent for after Mr. Leake had failed,
add asked to form a Government ihe
present Premier joined him as a Minister
of his Cabinet, Now the Premier stales

that .although he voted with the Leake

pitty he forecasted his intentions to join
My, 'Morgans if thdit gentleman was asked
-1, .
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to form a Ministry, But what I want
to point out is that the bon. member’s
change of opinion was coinecident - with
sequring a portfolio; with securing promi-
nence in the history of politics in the
Btate at that time. Let us go farther; let
us take the occasion upon which he joined
the Rason Cabinet. At that time althongh
thie hon. gentleman had been a declared
opponent of the tax on the unimproved
value of land we find he changed his
opinions with his advent into office in that
Cabinet. Now, let us take his colleague
who sits by him at the present time; that
hon. gentleman has been all over the
benches of the House, If there is any
man who ecannot be charged with either
a wise or a foolish consisteney it is the
present Attorney General. One would
almost imagine that that hon. gentleman
was possessed, like the individual meén-
tioned in Seripture, with an evil spirit—
except that while the evil spirit of tue
Seriptural individual drove bim into the
sea, the evil spirit possessed by the At-
torney General almost invariably dnvns
him into a porifolio.

:Mr. Bolton: Then he dn\es the othnrs
out; he wrecks them.

\I_r BATH: The hon. gentleman weut
inte g position in the James Cabinet. He
worked hack laier on into a position as
candid eritic of the Moore Administra-
tion, and from that position he worked
into that of Minister and a snpporter of
the policy of the present Government.
Then, again, take the position of the new
Minister for Works. We find that every
change of opinion made by that hon.
gentleman has been coincident with
material advantage so far as his politieal
position is concerned. I can tell hon.
members that at the time of the resigna-
tion of the Rason Administration in 1905,
when the appeal was made to the country
the present Minister for Works pledged
his word of honour to the member for
Guildford and myself in the corridor of
the House that he was going to fight the
election as a siraightout supporter of the
T abour party.

* Mr. Heitmann: He sold you as he sold
the lot of us.

Mr. Bolton: And he will sell his new
colleagnes next. .
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Mr BATH: We went to Kalvoo:he te
fight our election, and the first thing we
Saw., m the newspaper when we arrived
there ‘was  the anpouncement of the
a.post.asy of the present Minister for
Works. Then the hon. gentleman ealled
himself an independent {abourite, or a
democrat, or something of that kind.

Then. when he tound that the Labour:
perty, at Subiaco were desirous of being.

represented by a straightont supporter of
that party he suddenly conceived a Yiking
for the present Administration, or for the
then Ministerial party, and he shifted
over to the other side of the Flouse.
we find to-day a still further ehange; that
although he has ¢riticised those gentlem
and althongh they in turn have eriticised,
and .at every opportuuity eondemned
and, ridicnled him for his policy, he at
the present bime is sitling alongside them
ag a Minister of thet Cabivet, as a holder
of office with all its emoluments.

to them for honest changes of opinions !
1 say no one, no matter how unsophiyti-
caled he may be, is likely to give eredit to
them for honesty in all those changes.:

The Attorney General: The electors of
Subiace showed their opinion of (he
Minigter for Works, and their opinion of
¥yow and your obJectlons

My, Walker: You know bad habits can -

have. good luck.

Mr; BATH: Apyhow, I am not dealing
with-the attitude adopted by the eleetors;

I am-' just stating plain facts which aie

known to members of the House in regard

io the changes of opinions and the ehanges
“of -positions which have oceurred in the

presént occupants of - the Treaswy :
benches. . .
Thd Attorney General: And-blaming

the ‘éleetors of Subiaeco,
My BATH: As I said before, if we
havé ih the formation of the Ministry

and in'"the sepport, or the reasons for
ort which are given by the present'_'
metdbers of the Cabinet—if we bave this”

. lowering of the standard of politieal life,
we “éad' only expect that Ministers will
have less regard for it when they are
deatihg ‘with their administrative work. I

ask the Premier with what pridle an hé -

Now,

Yer
these Ministers expeet us to give eredik

dra
a
IEE ]
aecept the leadership of a Gov ernmeuh ki
which he has as colieague a Minister who:
has attacked him in the langusge which:
the present Minister for Mines bas tmed
towards him%? And after all, what camis:
the standard of political honour when fue
have regavd to Lhe actions of the Miwistari
for Mines himself as the one who attacksd
the present Premier? Let us look at the!
attitude adopted by the present Minister:
tor Mines in regard to the last election
contest. That gentleman was defeated:
and was content to make the eleetion voill;-
or rather was conteni to win a case i}
which the elestion was made void, not by!
any dereliction committed by his opponent!
or supporters, but by the illegalities.
knowingly committed by his own sufi
perters. | say that in winning' the 88sé:
he 1ost honour. As a defeated candidate:
he occapied the position of Minister 4w
Mines for two months, and during that!
fime he doled out granis from the roiniig”
votes to his own constitnency. Why? 86+
far as he was concerned, at least so ‘far
as his electors were concerned, lhie shotld!
have shut up the purse strings and said;
“No; no niney can go tv my own 'elta-i:‘,ttifJ
rate nofil my pasition is vindicated ™ Lo

Mr. Holman: An hcme..t man _ wesild"
have done that. iy
Mr. SPEAKER: The lon. membéi:"

mast withdraw, He bas aceused the Mmls"-
ter of being dishonest. :

Mr. Hotwan: [ did nothing of the son:
I said an honest man wcm]d have cl0533
the purse strings.

Mr. BATH: Later on we have x,f\‘
Berteaux case; and we had a strong, PIE;
snmptwe case made out in favour of th{é
view that Berteanx robbed the \Ima%
Department. T do not want to take yp,.
the position of entering an absolnte ki T
diet of guilfy in regard to Mr. Berteauﬁ.‘
I say that, altboucrh the evidence Wgs.
damning, although it appeared unansweLy,
able, before pronpuncing final Judgme‘o.tw
we should have waited for the verdiet pf,.
a_court, of law; and the Minister for,
Mmes who was vitally concerned shoulq{
have been one of the first to have uqdh‘
cated bis own position and the posntmlaq
of his Cabinet, ' The case should ha\.qf
béen pressed to its logical conelngion ;
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there should have been absolutely no delay
whatever in instituting legal proceedings;
.¥o4 we find that the present Government
were content to allow the position to drift,
content to allow Berteaux to go unpro-
seented and content to forego all inquiry
.into the matter until the eve of the as-
sewbling of Parliament when they knew
that awkward questions would be asked.

The Attorney General: That is not so.

Mr. Bolton: It is so.

'The Attorney Gleneral: I deny it.

Mr. BATH: I assert it and I say the
member for Boulder can prove it.

The Aitorney General: The hon. mem-
ber stated, as I understood him, that the
-Qoverrment made no inquiry into the
. Berteaux ease until just before the meet-
ing of Parliaent, and I denied that,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
mnst withdraw.

Disorder—.4 Member Removed.,

My, Heitwann: Do not withdraw,

Mr. Speaker: I will deal with the hon,
member,

My. Heitmann: 1011 ecan do what you
- hike.

Mr. Speaker: Before the member for
Brown Hill proceeds I call upon the mem-
ber for ("ue to withdraw that utteran:e

" and apologise to the House.

Mr. Heitinann : Apologise for what?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member defied
#he Chair and said, “You can do what
you like” T eall upon him to withdraw
and apologise to the House, or I will order
hini to leave the precincts of the House,

Mr. Heitmann: Then do so.

Mr. Speaker: Then [ order the hoo.
. member to leave the precinets of the
- Honze,

." :Mr. Heitmann (rising): I am not the
first ‘and I suppose I will not be the last.
.~ 'My. Holman: You are not going to leave
1ike that.
. Mr. Heitmann resumwed his seal.

Mr. Speaker: I direct that the bon.
member shall leave the precinets of the
House, .

. Mr, Heitmano: I will wait ubti the
-House puts me out.

.Mr. Speaker: I order the Sergeant-at-

. Armg {o put the hon. member out. [
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direet that the hon. member be removed
by the Sergeant-at-Arms,

[Mr. Heitmann left the Cbamber.]

Resumed.

Mr. BATH : What I want the Atiorney
General to understand is that the opinion
of the Crown Law Department in regard
to the proseecufion was taken either by the
Attorney General or by some member
of the Government on the eve of the as-
sembling of Parliament.

The Attorney General: You sre re-
peating what I denied.

Mr. SPEAKER: I understood the hon.
member to have withdrawn what was de-
nied by the Attorney General?

Mr. BATH: What I wanted to ex-
plain——

Mr. Walker interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to hear
the member for Kanowna.

Mr. Walker: He is denying what was
said.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to hesr
the hon. member.

Mr. BATH: I wish $0 know exactly
what the hon. member has denied.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is due to the hon.
member that the Attorney General should
say it.

The Attorney General: I understood
that the memdber for Brown Hill stated
that no action was taken by the Govern-
ment to inquire into the Berteaux ease
until jimmediately before the meeting of
the present session of Parliament. I
denied that statement and I still deny it.

Mr, BATH: I could not possibly say
that no action was taken by the Govern-
ment in regard to the Berteaux case nntil
the eve of the assembling of Parliament,
because the matter was discussed in the
House.

The Attorney General: Does the hon.

. member say vo inquiry was made -by the

Government ?

Mr. BATH: By the Crown Law De—
partment.

The Attorney General: Then T deny
that,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must

_withdraw it.
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Mr. BATH: As the Attorney General
‘hus depied it, in aeccordance with the rules
of the House I bave to accept his denial.

Mr. SPEAKER: And withdraw.

Mr. BATH: And withdraw it, and
leave it to other members who have the
Again, we have the in-
formation given in regard to the legal
position of the member for Perth in re-
ference to his acceptanee of an office of
profit under the Crown. The Attorney
(General submitied fo us a legal opinion
‘to the effect that it was not an accept-
ance of an office of profit under the
Crown within the meaning of the Con-
stitution Aet, yet we have had the same
department warning other members of
the Chamber that the acceptance of such
a position would be regarded as an office
of profit under the Crown. Which opinion
are we to aceepf as correct? The leader
of the Opposition gave one instance and
the member for Murchison another. ©On
each oceasion they were told that the ae-
ceptance of such a position was the sae-
ceptanee of an office of profit under the
Crown, and therefore would affect the
acceptors’ places in the House; but we
are told in regard to the member for
Perth that this is not so.

Mz, Scaddan: He is a Government sup-
porter.

Mr. BATH: And that his position as a
wmember is not assailed. Which opinion
are we to accept? The same position has
eropped up in Vietoria. Mr. Lemmon,
a member of the Victorian Assembly who
was in the State recently, informed me
that in Victoria members were warned
that if they accepted positions on wages
boards they would be responsible for los-
ing their positions as members of Parlia-
ment because it would be an acceptance
of an office of profit under the Crown.

The Attorney General: Would you be
.good enough to produce the contradictory
apinion of the Crown Law Department to

" whieh you have referred?

+ Mr. BATH: Look up the speech of the

" deader of the Opposition.

The Attorney General: I do not want
"his opinion, I want the opinion of the
‘Crown Law Department.
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Mr. Holman :
June, 1907.

The Attorney General: But if you have
the information produce it. If you have
not the information I can understand
why you do not produce it. i

Mr, BATH : The Premier has attempted
to eonvinee the House that he is a demo-
erat, but we bave found in regard to his
attempted rebuttal of the statement that
he advoeated 8s. per day as a fair wage
for a man, that the rebuttal was abso-
lutely incorrect, because the member, for-
Mount Magnet has proved his case up
to the hilt and has proved that the wage
did not affeet boys of 15 or 16 or even
up to 18 yemrs of age, as stated by the
Premier, but it was a wage prescribed for-
men over 21 years of age. Again the
Premier has tried to convinee us that his
only desire in jmposing Ffees in the schools
of the State was to impose a penalty on
the children of rich individuals, that this
was the only object for which the 'regu-
lation was introduced. Let me tell the
Premier that the regulation which he pro-
mulgated made no dlscrlmmatmn between
children of poor and rich parents,

The Premier: I never said it did.

Mr. BATH: The attitude of the Pre-
mier in that respect was at the time very
seathingly denounced by his present eol-
league the Minister for Works., As a
watter of fact that regmlation applied to
all children, whether children of rich or
poor parents; and the plea afterwards
made that it was only to apply to children
of rich parents was an attempt 'qn the.
part of the hon. gentleman .to refreat
from an untenable position. Even .that
plea is inexceusable in a community of -this
kind. We keep State institutions of this
kind, sueh as railways, the EdueationiDe-

It was given on the 27th

partment, our water supplies and otr har-

bours, not for one section of the-eom-
munity exelusively, we keep them for all
eitizens, we make no discrimination be-
tween the rich and the poor, and it does
not appeal to members of the Opposition
or to people in poor cireumstances in the-
country when they are asked to believe
that the only object of promulgating this
regulation was to penalise the childrén of~
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rich pareats. The excuse was ten limes
worse than the offence. Again we have
the position taken up by the Premier in
vegard to the construction of railways in
this State. We bave always known that
tke*hon. member is an advocate of private
entérprise and an opponent of depart-
mental construction.

- The Premier: Has he ever denied it?

Mr. BATH: No; I am just stating we
all know it. The hon, gentleman has not
denied it, but T want to point out that
the hon. gentleman gives practical effect
to his convictions, not at his own expense,
but at the expense of the taxpayers of
the State. The hon. gentleman has given
railway contracts to private individvals
and firms in this State at amounts con-
siderably in advance of the rates for
which his own depdrtment were prepared
to do the work.

The Premier: No.

"Mr. BATH: Itisso. I will point out
to the hon. gentleman that in connection
with thé Nannine-Meekatharra railway
the first _tender of  Messrs. Smith and
Timms ‘'was £36,567, while the tender of
the Public’ Works Department was
£30,000: and, as the result of some inter-
view which Messrs. Smith and Timms
had with the Minister, they offered to do
the work for £33,000. That was the con-
tract price.

The Premier: But will you read the
minite of the Engineer-in-Chief giving
reasons for his recommendation?

Mr. BATH: And so we find the pre-
sent Premier prepared to give to private
individuals £3,000"more than his own de-
partmént would have constructed the rail-

for. '

;The Premier; No, No! Read the re-
cq;nmendahon of the Engineer-in-Chief.

MJ;., BATH: Just at that time the
Mgu.nt Magnet-Black Range railway was
approaching eompletion. That was a de-

partmental job and one in which they’

were - kept waiting for. material by. the
Public Works Deparfment, although ‘the

.eoniractors could ‘always get materjal;
and .although they were asked dyring the )

egyrse of the work to pay and did pay

highen sages, to, the men enoplnyed, and |

-although they ‘earried out extra work near
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the Sandstone terminus, the departme'nif
were able to complete the work for the
contract price. They would have heen
able to shift their working material and
take up the eonstruetion of the Chapman
and the Nannine-Meekatharra railways.
Yet we find the department handing over
these contracts to private individuals at a
price in excess of that which the deparic
ment could have done the work for. This
afdvocate of private enterprise, who is so
ready to ladle out the taxpayers’ monay
to the private contractor, is the same
gentleman who is now the head of
the (fovernment and who would de-
prive the private hospitals of the State
of a legacy left by a deceased genileman
in order to build a hospital to save them-
selves the expenditure. This is the man-
per in which the Premier supports his
favourite private enterprise.

The Premier: It was to save the tax-
payers’ money, and it is the Judge’s order.

Mr, Hudson: The hospitals had to pay.
the expense of getting the verdiet, and
you deprive them of the result of that
verdiet.

Memher: Give it to someone. .

Mr. Hudson: Yes, give it to someone;
give it to Buteher.

Mr. BATH: Although this gentleman,
the Premier, and his eolleagues profess to
be solicitous for the weltare of the work-
ers, they refuse, in spite of repeated pro-.
tests and requisitions from outside and,
inside the House, to allow an amendment
of the Arbitration Act so as to make it
a reasonable measure. They refuse to:
amend the Act and so give relief to thet
workers, and give the court power to do-
what it was designed to do—to arbitrate’
in industrial disputes. While denying!
workers the-benefit ‘of the Aet they ask:
them to suhmit to the penalties under thé-
Act; that is contrary to all pnuelples
el‘ther of law or justiee.

The Attorney General: When did wa'
refuse to amend the Arbitration Actt
Mr. BATH: The refusal has been made
here, and the refusal is apparent in the .
absolute dropping of any, proposal for’ an

amendment of that measure in the pro—
gramme submitted by. the Premier. 'I'f'qe
other night the Premier snbmitted a-1d’

IR ]
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years’ prograxme for this House,
and yet there is no mention of the Arbi-
t.rnho'n Aet. None whatever. We can

beyond the requisition made by mem-
bers, for we need ouly to go to the re-
marks made by the President of the Court
in’ order to show the absclute necessity
and the urgeney for such an amendment;
yet all these requests and hinis are dis-
régarded.  This is the Government so
mindful of the interests of the workers.
In regard to the administration of the
Fagtories Act, and the Early Closing Act
we have the same policy of do-nothing on
the part of the present Administration.
The other night the Premier talked about
the mesasures passed by the so-called Lih-
eral Governments in the past. A fig for
all these' measures unless they are ad-
ministered in the manner the Legislature
intended. They are of no use when they
are not adninistered properly. The Gov-
ernment have made no attempt to
adminster these measures, for in their
hearts they are bitterly opposed to them.
I wish to refer to the charges made
against the Minister for Lands. It is use-
less for the Premier to try and dismiss
them with an easy wave of the hand,
lightly passing over them, dodging those
which are the most pressing. It is nseless
for the newspapers, who are prepared to
bhe deaf and blind to the maladministra-
tion and worse, to attempt to gloss these
faets over, for here we have undoubted
proofs in the first place from the leader
of the Opposition, and later on from the
member for Guildford, and to-night from
the members for Mount Magnet and Al-
bany. They gave examples of gross mal-
administration on the pari of the Lands
Departmeni, We have had tor instance
from the member for Mount Magnet a
ease where the Minister was guilty of an
absolute act of defiance of the Land Aet,
under which he is supposed to administer
the department. For what purpose did
he go behind the Land Aet? Why, for
the objectionable purpose of acting in a
vindictive manner towards a person
brought to the State under false pre-
tenees, who was trying to vindieate lhis
position and secure justice from the Gov-
ermment. The Minister acted vindietivelv
towards him by asking him to pay am
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amount which was prohibitive, and whieb
they had no right to demand from him.
We are told there is nothing "in- these
charges, but we have been informed that
merobers of the community ecan seenye
transfers of land without conforming: &
the econditions imposed by the Aet.
We are assured by the Wes! Austrakion
that these ave raere flotsam when we con-
sider the magnificent work done by the
Lands Department. Let me tell members
that this magunificent work is eonspienous
by it absence. In Western Australia we
have entered on an era of veckless land
specilation and it is deliberately encour-
aged by the Lands Department and the.
Minister for Lands.

Mr, Hndson: Where is the Minister for
Lands?

Mr, BATH: We have alienated [. thmk
somewhere abont 14,000,000 acres of land
in this State under various Acts, and un-
der eondtions imposed by the Acts under
which the land is held, I challenge the
Minister to deny that if those conditions
on that area, alienated or in progess of
alienation, had been fulfilled there would
have been a much larger area undér eul-.
tivation or cleared tlmn there is now, The
area under eculiivation and cleared .is not
enough to set against the amount of work
that sliould have been done under the
vegulations and provisions of the Land
Act. Why bas so little work been done?
The public know, the land agents can in-
form them; they know by the papers, and
the revelations heard from time to time,
that they can take up land and. withont
fulfilling the conditions, ecan traffic. in it
and net & niee sum. W’hx]e the ptoducerss
ery out for assistance for eneouragement
in the legitimate development of their
lands, on the other hand men can come
in and make £50, £100, £200, £250, £500
almost with a wave of the hand. Thﬂt. 45
being encouraged and aequieseed’ in'* by
the Government, If members want p‘rbof’
they have not far to go for it. Let them
just visit the newspaper room ip this-
House and lock at the advertisements in
the papers, especially those in the papers
of Wednesdays and Saturdays; they will
then get proef plainly enough.- By this
poliey of promoting’ transfers in- the
Lands Department in violation of the-



036

Land Aect we are deliberately eneourag-
ing those who are diseouraging legitimate
settlement. [ want to point out that al-
though the excuse has been offered that
the matter is going to be attended to,
those charges are not charges of to-day,
or of yesterday, for they have been made
by members fur yeavs past. The member
for Mount Magnet and the member for
Pilbara, have pointed out instanee after
instance where the Act has been violated,
where transfers have been effected on
absolutely unimproved land. By questions
in the House T was able to point to a
case advertised 1 believe, I am not guite
sure, by Mr, Sommers, of unimproved
land in the Wongan Hills distriet which
was absolutely nnimproved, and which
was advertised for sale. This sale was
effected. On the other hand what is the
position in regard to the legitimate set-
tler ?

Mr. Hudson: On a point ef ovder, Mr.
Speaker, are you going to allow conduct
such as is being shown by members op-
posite? They ave talking all the time.

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear any-
ohe speaking.

" Mr, BATH: I want te point out that
in eontradistinetion to 1his encourage-
ment to men to speculate in land, we are
absolutely discouraging the legitimate set-
tler, the man anxious to establish a homne
and settle here, and to make the enltiva-
tion of the land a means of livelihood
for Limself and family in years to come.
What encouragement is there for him?
He fiunds vight through his career that he
gets very little encouragement. He clears
his land, sows his grain, and has to dis-
pose of it in the market, and in the whole
process he has to run the gauntlet of a
crowd of individuals who fileh what he
has produced; he has to pay exerbitant
prices for agrienltural machinery and ex-
orbitant prices to-day fotr the horses with
which to till his land. He has to be con-
tent to acecpt, not the prices he fixes for
his produce, as is the rule in every other
business—if a man serves me with a pair
of boots he is paid his price—buf the
price fixed by the buyer. If one wants
to sell 100 or 1,000 busliels of wheat one
has (o take the price of the buyer or
leave it alone. This state- of affairs is
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not likely to benefit the producer, but the
man who farms the producer. These men
who meet with sueh difficulties and dis-
couragentent see that the Lands Depart-
ment openly assist those who are speeu-
lators who take up land with the ex-
press purpose of selling i, and who can
sell it, despite all the Land Acts passed.
There is a tendency to encourage this
style of thing and discourage the legiti-
mate settlement of the land. .

Mr, Jacoby: The protectionist taritf
robs the farmer.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member knows
what 1ubs the farmer, and that the reason
is the cost of all his vecessities and the
expense of agrienltural machinery. The
position wé have to-day is this, that in
the alienation of owr lands we are not
huilding np a system of a body of set-
tlers such as will redound to the per-
manent prosperity of Western Anstralia;
we will bave to change, and there will
liave to be attention paid to the charges
and attaeks made against the administra-
tion of the Minister if we are to have a
change from this objectionable condition
of affaws. The irouble to-day is that we
have not got a Government with a de-
finite policy. They are prepared to adopt
any opinion, any passing whim to ifry
and reconcile all (he conflicting elements
that form the present (‘abinet in order
to drag ihrough the present Parliament
to the nexi general election. In view of
the faet that their maladministration can-
uot go uncballenged when they are com-
pelled to face the eleetors by the efffaxion
of this Parliament, what is the proposal
they propose to place before Parliament,
that the details of this Bill have bot
told anything by the Goverument, but of
which we know a good deal? We find
that they propose to try and secure them-
selves a lease of power by a redistribn-
tion of seats, which will involve the jerry-
mandering of constituencies. We find
that the details of this Bill have not
been made known to members on this
side of the House, so that they are kept
in ignorance of the proposals. The
National Politieal League however -can
seeure all the information about it; .and
evidently that body is in the confidence
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of ihe Governwent, while members on
this side of the House have been left in
the dark. Tbis is not the worst, Mem-
bers of the present Cabinet have gone to
members on their own side of the Hounse.
and have asked them to snggest houn-
daries for new electorates in order to
snit themselves, and with the object of
securing absolute unanimity on the Min-
isterial side of the HMouse. They have
done even worse, and have gone Lo ex-
members of this Chamber, or, at least, one
ex-member of this Chamber. who was a
member for a constitueney now repre-
sented by labour, and asked him to sug-
gest new boundaries so that they might
fix up the electorate to suit him. That
is what the Government have done.

The Attornev General: Name,

" Mr. BATH: I am not going to name
him: but I sav it is true,

The Attorney General: You had better
name him.

Mr. BATH: It is absolotely true, and
this is the way in which the members of
the present Government hope fo seeure to
themselves a fresh lease of power by
taking ex-members into their econfidence,
and agking them to suggest boundaries in
order thaf the redistribution might be
fized up to suit them, and then to extend
the tenure of Parliament to four years.
We have rveached a low ebb in the his-
tory of political life when the Cabinet
will stoop to things of that kind. What
shall we say about members who will pat
personal aggrandisement above honour by
consenting to such things?  Can the
Minister for Works acquniesee in conduet
of this kind, and can hon. members who
have any regard for the purity of public
life acquiesce? T say it is absolutely dis-
graceful, and it is evidence of that debase-
ment which has followed the accession to
power of a Premier who is not trusted,
and who has been publiely condemned as
lacking infegrity by lis own colleagyes
and his own supperters in the House.
¥

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle}: I
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

a7

Motion put and a division taken withs
the following result:—
Ayes .. .. .. 18
Noes .. .. .21

Majority against .. 3

AYES.

Mr. Angwin Mr, Q'Loghilen
Mr. Bath Mr, Price
" Mr. Bolten Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Taylor

Mr. Gourley Mr. Troy

Mr. Holman Mr. Walker

Mr. Horen Mr. Ware

Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnson (Teller)..
Mr., McBowall

NoEes.

Mr. Brown Mr. Jacaby

Mr. Butcher Mr. Male

Mr. Carson Mr. Monger

Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish i Mr. Murphy

Mr. Davles ) Mr. Nanson

Mr. George . I Mr, Qsborn

Mr. Gordon " Mr. Plesze

Mr. Gregory | Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwlck + Mr. Layman
Mr. Harper ' (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

.1 Question of Pairs.

Mr, Troy: I desire at this stage to-
make a personal explanation with regard
to pairs. It is a question of honour, and
as such it 1s well that the position should
he explained. The member for North
Perth paired with the member for Nor-
tham in order that they might both attend
the Northam show. The member for
North Perth has retmmed. He paired on
the understanding that the debate on this
motion would not terminate to-night. He
paired honourably on the understanding
that the usual sitiing ‘would take place,
and that he wounld be able to return to his
Parliamentary duties to-morrow and vote
then if necessary. We find. however, that
the member for Northam has not re-
turned. It is unfair, therefore, that these-
aentleman should retain thely pairs with-
out it being considered that a breach of
faith has been conunitted.

The Premier: What 15 the breach of
faith? . .

Mr. Troy: The member for North Perth
understood that the debate would not he
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concluded to-night and he thought he
would have an opportunity of voting
when the time arrived to vofe on this
mgtion. I appeal to the Premier to re-
cognise the position of the member for
North Perth, and to recognise the diffi-
enlty in which le has been placed. The
member for North Perth has no desire
to do anything which might be regarded
s dishonourable; he wants to keep his
word to the member for Northam, but
we expeet, at least, that the Premier and
his colleagues will deal honourably to-
night with members on this side of the
Chamber.

The Premier: Y know nothing what-
ever of any arrangement such as the hon.
member bhas ouilined. My colleague, the
Minister for Lands, attended the Nor-
tham show to-day, and he was accom-
panied by the member for North Perth
and they paired. I understood that they
were both to return to-night, but I have
Jjust been speaking to my eolleague on the
telephone, and he has arranged not to re-
turn until to-morrow wmorning. The
member for North Perth was good
-enough, when he returned a few minutes
ago0, to come to me and give me a message
from the Minister for Lands; and he
stated that if we came to a division bo-
night he would not vote, remarking that
that was the understanding with the Min-
ister for Lands.

Mr. Swan: No, I was not referring to
& vote on the main guestion.

The Premier: Then what question was
the hon. member referring to?
- Mr..Swan: Perhaps I might be per-
mitted to have a word to say upon this
matter. There was no question of pair-
ing with the Minister for Lands at all
He asked me to accompany him to Nor-
thamn, and after some consideration I did
&0, T understood that we weve both to
return to-mnight.

Mr. Scaddan: He told me that he would
be back at the tea adjournment,

Mz, Swan: T said that provided the
Hovse was not up when 1 returned I
would come to the House, but that I did
not intend to vote. The Minister in-
formed me during the day that there was
no likelihood of a division being taken to-
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- q
night. I can assure the House I would
not have dreamed of pairing if T had
thought for a moment that the debate was
going to terminate to-pight. I think the
Ministry know that. I consider myself
a man of honour, but I will not allow the
Premier, or anyone else, to attempt to
show me any party points. That is the
position T took up. but it appears to me
if the Premier intends to bludgeon this
debate through to-night T will have to
reconsider my position.

The Premier: Do T understand the hon.
memther does not consider he is paired at
all; and does he deny having said to me
in the corridor that he was not going to
vate? )

Mr. Swan: In mentioning the matier to
the Premier I understood that the division
would be on a question of adjournment.
On anything but the main guestion I eon-
sider myself paired; but the Minister for
Lands gave me to understand to-day that
there was no likelihood of the division
being taken to-might, and I thought he
would know something about it. I told
him T would not vote to-night and so
would allow him to remain in Northam,
but it appears there has heen a job put up
on me. In saying that, I am not referring
to the Minister for Lands, besanse I do
not think he wonld be a party to it. But
it looks as if it had been readied up
since.

The Premier: I mmst take exeeption to
these constant insinuations of jobs being
put up. How could I know of a con-
versation the member had at Northam.
I was going to the telephone to speak to
the Minister for Lands when the member
came to me, and T was actually speaking
to the Minister for Lands at Northam
when the division bells rang. How, then,
could T have put up any job on the mem-
her? T expected the Minster for Lands
would lave bheen here io-night, would
have been here now. In any case I do
not think this dehate is going to terminate
to-night. There is plenty of time yet to
debate away, and still have many speakers
for to-morrow night. I do take exception
to the bullying tone adopted towards me.
The leader of the Opposition says. “Be
fair”
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Mr, Scaddan: And T repeat it.

" 'The Premier: If the hon. member will
be aggressive and will not be courteons,
thien kow ean I negotiate with him? I
will not make any arrangements to suit
hon. members if they will not treat me
courteonsly. I have no objections, and
the hon. member knows it, to making
reasonable arrangements. He has not
come to me to-night, but he says I am
bound by the arrangement made by the
ex-Premier two menths ago, I do not
know what it was. And in any case
surely hon. members are not zoing to bind
me, & new leader, to an arrangement
which I never made! And why shonld
the hon. member have come to me last
night to make arrangements for adjourn-
ing not later than a quarter past eleven?
1 agreed to that, but no arrangement has
been made for to-night. Where, then is
the unfairness? I have had no arrange-
ment with the Opposition, either with the
leader or the whips.

My, Underwood :
it.

The Premier: Well, then, we go on;
that is all. As long as [ am leader I shall
take charge of the Hounse; when I cannot
hold that charge T shall resign the leader-
ship. When the hon. member comes to me
for anything— —

Mr. Underwood : He does not want any-
thing.

The I'remier:
bate,

‘Mr. Seaddan: Courtesy should be ex-
tended to hoth sides, but if the Premier
imnagines the only fashion of showing
eourtesy is to grovel to him

The Premier: I do not ask for any
grovelling; you are insulting me,

My, Scaddan: If T am to go kneeling
to the Premier and begging him to do
this or that—if that is eourtesy be is not
going to get courtesy from me. .An hon-
onrable nnderstanding was reached at the
beginning of the session that we should
rise as near as possible to 11 c¢’elock in
order to allow members to cateh their
trains; and when any alteration is to he
made in that arrangement it is for the
Premier to eome to me and let me know.

You will not have

Well, go on with the de-
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The Premier: I did not know of any
such arrangement.

Mr, Scaddan: The Premier did know.
I gave notice of amending the motion for
sitting hours, but on representaiiens from
the then Premier I withdrew it, the under-
standing being that we would rise as near
as possible to 11 o'cloek. If any altera-
tion is to be made in that arrangement it
is, ag I say, for the Premier to make that
fact known to me. Where is the lack of
courtesy in me—is it not rather in the
Premier? I desire to work amicably with
the Premier and be courteous to him, hut
1 am not going to be made a tool of, and
I think it is well to let him know that.
I am prepared to cousult with the Premier
at any time, and if he desires to alter the
genera] proecedure he shonld come to me
and say when we are going to sit all
night. It has been flung about the Cham-
her all the afternoon that we were to sit
all night to-night. Wires. have been des-
patched and telephone messages sent, yet
personally I, as leader of the Opposition,
have had no intimation from the Premier
as to his intention. 'We reached half-past
eleven o'clock and then he refused ‘to ad-
Journ.

The Premier: Why did yon ecome to me
last night?

Mr. Seaddan: Because ] wanted to
make an arrangement which would allow
the member for Kanowna to catech his
ferry for South Perth.

The Premier: Why did you i -eome
to me to-night?

Mr. Seaddan: Because, as I’ said, T
heard these rumours floating about the
House all the afternoon and I wanted to
see if the Premier was going to keep his
word in respect to being courieous fo me.
Only a few sittings have passed since the
change in Premiership, yet we find the
new Premier aiready lacking in that eourt-
esy we ever had from Sir Newton Moore.
Hlowever, let the debate go on. Why do
you not reply to some of the statements
made to-night?

The Attorney General

: We shall divide
if you do not go on. :



040 .

Mr. Seaddan: You will get ali the
. dividing you want if you are going to dis-
play those tacties.

The Premier: Go on with the debate.

Mr. Scaddan: You reply to some of the
charges against youw-—charges of corrup-
tion,

Mr. Angwin: It was my intention to
speak on this no-confidence motion. I
feel that the members an this side of the
House were fully justiied in bringing
this motion forward, not only on the
change of Ministry but also in regard to
the supposed poliey of the Ministry, But
when I realise the unfair tactics adopted
to-night in regard to the motion for ad-
journment, and as Ministerialists bhave
put it abont the House all the afternoon
that lhey are going to sit all night, I say
it is onfair to us, seeing that we have
tried in every possible way to be accom-
modating. I am disgusted with the whole
of the proceedings and I shall refuse to
take any further action as far as the no-
confifence motion is eoncerned.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why not adjowrn un-
til to-morrow and let the Mimster for
Lands reply?

The Premier: Why not gei out all the
<charges first and then let him have a
chance to reply once for all

My, Hudson: You took a fortnight to
see whether you would be Premier.

The Premier: No, only 24 hours. How
many more speakers have you; let us
make an arrangement.

- Mr. Seaddan: I want it in black and
white,

The Premier: You are insualting,

Mr. Hardwick: I understood the debate
had been finished, so far as members on
that side of the House are concerned. I
wounld like to hear the Minister for Lands
reply and, consequently, I would lLke to
see an adjournment in order that an op-
portunity might be given the Minister for
that 1eply.

Mr. MeDowall: Am T in order in mov-
ing the adjournment:

The Premier: Will the leader of the
Opposition agree o take the division to-
morrow night{

Mr. Seaddan: I will agree to nothing.

Mr. Speaker: If no member wishes to
speak T must put the guestion.
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Several members: Divide.

Question (no-confidence) put and a
division called for.

Mr. Troy: I promised to announce
that the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Keenan} is voting for the Opposition on
this question, and is pairing with the
member for Claremont (Ar. Foulkes).
The member for Collie (Mr. A. A. Wil-
son) has paired with lhe member for
Bunbury (Sir Newion J. Moore), and the
member for Cne {Mr, Heitmann) is ab-
sent,

My, ldudson: On urgent private busi-
ness.

Mr. Troy: May T ask that these pairs
be taken?

AMr. Speaker: Yes; they will be re-
corded in Hansard,

Mr, Gordon: There is a book for pairs,
and if it is not signed pairs eannot be
recorded, even in Hansard,

Mr. Bolton interjected.

Mr. Speaker: The member for North
Fremantle has persisted in talking the
whole of the night. I ask him to keep

order,

Division resulted as follows:—
Ayes .. - .. 20
Noes . 21

Majority against 1
AYES.

Mr. Angwin Mr. Price

Mr. Both Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Bolton Mr. Swan

Mr. Coiller Mr. Taylor

Mr. GLI Mr. Troy

Mr. Holman Mr. Underwood

Mr. Horan Mr, Walker

Mr. Hudson Mr. Ware

Mr. Johuson Mr. Gourley

Mr. McDowall {Telier).

Mr. O'Loghlen

NoES

Mr. Brown Mr. Layman

Mr. Butcher Mr. Male

Mr., Carson Mr. Monger

Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore

Mr. Daglish Mr. Murphy

Mr. Davies ! Mr. Naoson

Mr. Draper I Mr. Osborn

Mr. Gregory Mr. Piesse

Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson

Mr. Harper Mr. Gordon

Mr. Jacoby (Taller).

Question thus negatived.
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- Mr. Scaddan: That one vote by which
the Government won was just put out of
the House.

" The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson) :
I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put, and a division taken,
with the following result:—

Ayes .- .- .oo21
Noes ve .. ..o 2
Majority for o1
AYEB.
Mr. Brown Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Butcher Mr. Male
My, Carson Mr. Monger
Mr., Cowcher Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish Mr. Murphy
Mr. Davies Mr. Nanson
Mr. Draper’ Mr. Osborn
- Mr. Gordon Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Layman
Mr. Harper (Teiler}.
NOES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
. Mr. Batb Mr. Price
Mr. Bolton Mr, Seaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gourley Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Horan Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnson {Teller).
‘Mr. MeDownll
Question thus passed,
House adjourned at 11.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
r.m., and read prayers.

LANDS DEPARTMENT AND
CHARGES OF CORRUPTION.
A Royal Cammission.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mitchell) : I wish to announce that, as
in the course of the nmo-confidence debate
which elosed last night, charges of cor-
ruption were made in connection with
the administration of the Lands Depart-
ment, I have asked the Government to
appoint a Judge of the Supreme Coart
2s a Royal Commission to fully invest-
gate such charges and such other charges
of a like natnre as may be submitted.
Cabinet have agreed to my request and &
Comissioner will be appeinted forthwith,

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
Mr. GFeorge and the No-confidence
Divison. ‘

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): It was my
determination and desire last evening to.
take the first opportunity T could o
tender to this House and, through it, to
the eountry, an explanation of why T re-
frained from recording my vote on the
no-confidence debate division. T lmd
hoped when It was known fo the hon.
the Minister that T had made a priority
of application to his, he would have been
courteous enongh to allow me to speak
first. His announcement would have
come far more effectively afier I had



